


same God who does the in work in all of us.  A spiritual gift is 
given to each of us so we can help each other… It is the one and 
only Spirit who distributes all these gifts.  He alone decides which 
gift each person should have” (12:4-7,11).  

There should be an underlying unity in the Church, regardless of 
who has what spiritual gift, since “one and the same Spirit works all 
these things in all persons.” We are not the source of “our gifts;” 
God is!  We are just stewards entrusted with various gifts.  

12:14-26.  Diversity in the gifts.   

While there is unity in the body, there is diversity in gifting.  This is 
a necessary reality of any well-functioning “body” – either a 
physical body or the body of Christ, the church. 

“But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just 
where He wants it” (12:18). 

The problem in Corinth was that some people with seemingly “more 
important” spiritual gifts were acting as if they were superior to 
those with seemingly “lesser” gifts.  Paul argued how ridiculous it 
would be if the various parts of our human body (large, small, seen 
or unseen) had this attitude toward one another. 

“The eye can never say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you.’  The head 
can’t say to the feet, ‘I don’t need you.’  In fact, some parts of the 
body that seem weakest and least important are actually the most 
necessary.  And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we 
clothe with the greatest of care.  So we carefully protect those parts 
that should not be seen, while the more honorable parts do not 
require this special care.  So God has put the body together such 
that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less 
dignity.  This makes for harmony among the members, so that all 
the members care for each other” (12:21-25).  

Those parts of the human body that “seem” less important are, in 
fact, more important than we realize.  I (Bob) have a small tendon 
that sometimes flares up in my right wrist.  When it does, my entire 
right arm is useless, and I can’t work, exercise, write, or engage in 
sports.  Yes, all the parts of the body need one another, and need to 
work in cooperation with each other for the body to function at full 
capacity.  So it is in the local church! 
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12:27-31.  Desiring the “greater gifts.”   

In this section an example of a partial list of spiritual gifts is given: 
apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, healing, helping, leadership, 
speaking in tongues/unknown languages.  Paul concludes this 
section by focusing on the good desire for the “greater gifts” 
(12:31), but leads into the more “excellent and better way” that he 
describes as the “way of LOVE” for the body of Christ to treat one 
another (ch.13).   

Note: The 4 passages where spiritual gifts are found are: Romans 
ch.12, 1Corinthians ch.12, Ephesians ch.4 and 1Peter ch.4).   

While the Holy Spirit gives gifts to each believer, just as He chooses 
to, (and no two of us will have the same ‘gift mix’) it is also true 
that we can “desire” the “greater gifts.”  (We can pray to God, 
asking Him to allow us to exercise certain spiritual gifts.)  Yet, if we 
pray such a prayer, we must realize that the “greater gifts” are not 
those that benefit us personally, or that make us appear “greater.” 
Rather, the greater gifts are those that more greatly benefit the 
church and make others “greater” (help build them up, or grow more 
mature), and are given with greater responsibility attached.  Gifts 
that help us lead, teach, shepherd and restore the flock of God are of 
critical importance, and it is such gifts that we should desire.  
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Desiring the greater gifts: We must allow God to answer our prayers 
for desired gifts according to His will for His local church in our 
particular period of time.  Other places in the N.T. give caution with 
the weightier gifts.  Paul writes Pastor Timothy instructions for the 
church saying, “An elder must be able to teach… An elder must not 
be a new believer, because he might become proud” (1Tim3:2,6). 
James writes, “Not many of you should become teachers in the 
church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly” (James3:1).  It 
is not uncommon to see believers receive greater gifts and 
opportunities as they mature in their faith and show faithfulness in 
the less noticeable areas of service.  JESUS taught, “If you are 
faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones” 
(Luke16:10).  How about you?  What opportunities have you taken 
advantage of in service to the body of Christ?  How have you been 
faithful in those responsibilities? What other spiritual gifts do you 
feel a desire to be given some day? What areas could you be 
serving in where you would learn from others who are using gifts 
that you desire to have?   
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13:1-13 Love must motivate the exercise of spiritual gifts. 

This is the famous “love” chapter, often recited at weddings.  But 
the context has nothing to do with weddings.  In chapters 12 and 14 
Paul is dealing with the proper exercise of spiritual gifts in the 
church.  In the Corinthian church, pride and selfish ambition were 
disrupting the exercise of spiritual gifts.  Paul says that love for one 
another must undergird our relationships in the body of Christ and 
our exercise of whatever spiritual gifts God has given to us.  The 
opening lines make the connection between love and gifts. 

“If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have 
love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I 
have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and 
all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. And if I give all my 
possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be 
burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing” (13:1-3).    
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ADDITIONAL HELP ON SPIRITUAL GIFTS: When Romans 12, 
1Corinth. 12, Eph. 4, 1Peter 4 lists are combined, these spiritual 
gifts lists are practical inventories used to guide believers.  Study 
the list of gifts at the end of this section to see if you can identify 
the spiritual gift(s) that the Holy Spirit has given to you.  
1. It is important for each member in a local church to identify 
and deploy his/her spiritual gift for the good of the church and its 
mission in the world.  
2. It is good for each of us to be using our God-given spiritual 
gifts, for when we do, we are operating according to God’s 
purpose for our lives.  We feel most fully alive when we are 
serving God’s purposes for us and for the benefit of others. 
3. The BEST WAY to discover your spiritual gift(s) is to begin 
serving.  You will notice where people affirm you, what most 
benefits those you serve, and what fulfills your innate desire.   
4. Ask mature believers who know you what gifts they may 
observe in you, and where they suggest you get involved to 
develop experience in the areas of your interests.  
5. Finally, over time you may ask for additional spiritual gifts as 
you mature and serve in different settings.  God will answer 
according to His will for you, and for those you serve. 
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14:1-19  Edification must be goal of spiritual gifts. 

“So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to 
abound for the edification of the church” (14:12). 

“Edification” means to “build up or to strengthen”.  Paul spent 
considerable space contrasting the gift of “prophecy” (here 
prophecy refers primarily to speaking forth God’s word, not “telling 
the future”) with the gift of “tongues” (praying or speaking in an 
unknown language).  His point was that the gift of prophecy had the 
benefit of being understood by all, thus edifying (building up) all 
who heard the words spoken. This included those who would visit 
the believers’ meetings. Tongues, on the other hand, were not 
understandable (unless accompanied by someone who had the gift 
of interpretation) so that everyone present benefitted from the words 
being spoken (or prayed).   

Paul indicated that he had the gift of tongues and found great benefit 
in his personal life from the gift of praying in tongues.  Yet, when 
gathered in community, he preferred to speak 5 words in an 
understandable language rather than 10,000 words in tongues 
(which people could not understand).  He also taught that if 
unbelievers were to enter the gathering and hear people speaking in 
unknown tongues, they would think everyone was crazy! But, if 
people were explaining God’s truths in terms they could understand, 
they would be convicted in their hearts and recognize  
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You have undoubtedly heard 1Corinthians 13:4-7 read at a 
wedding. The familiar qualities of LOVE described are: “patient, 
kind, not jealous or proud or rude; not demanding my way, not 
irritable, not keeping records of being wronged, not rejoicing in 
injustice but rather when truth wins out. Love never gives up, never 
loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures every circumstance”.   
How does it widen your view of this chapter when you understand it 
in the context of life in the local church?  Have you seen instances 
where spiritual gifts were exercised in the wrong way, with 
damaging results (jealousy, pride, self-promotion, irritability, 
inconsiderate,  devaluing others)?  Or cases where spiritual gifts 
have been exercised in love, for the good of others?  Is there some 
way that you can modify your use of your God-given spiritual gifts so 
as to bring more LOVE for others into the equation?  What would it 
look like if you exercise your spiritual gift(s) with more love? 
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that God was truly present- leading to their desire to worship God as 
well (14:23-25). Thus, our primary goal in the exercise of spiritual 
gifts in the Christian community must be the building up of one 
another, not of ourselves.  This applies for every gift, not just 
prophecy and tongues. 

14:20-40  Order must be maintained in the assembly. 

Reading between the lines of Paul’s comments here, it seems that 
the Corinthian church gatherings were noisy, disorderly and chaotic.  
Multiple people were speaking simultaneously, some in unknown 
languages (tongues) and others prophesying. Women were asking 
their husbands questions about what was being said.  As we have 
already seen, some were even coming drunk to the gatherings 
(11:17-22)! Unbelievers were coming in to visit and being put off by 
the chaotic environment.  Simply put: the church services were out 
of control.  To that Paul says: 

“God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches 
of the saints” (14:33). 

“All things must be done properly and in an orderly manner” 
(14:40). 

Thus, speaking should occur one speaker at a time.  If the gift of 
tongues was being exercised, it should be one speaker at a time, 
with the gift of interpretation operating in tandem with tongues so 
that people can understand and grow.  If prayers are being prayed, 
they should be one prayer at a time.  At most, no more that 2 or 3 
should speak in tongues in one gathering (14:27).   

**There are many different interpretations of Paul’s command that 
the women remain silent in the church service (14:34-36).  Based on 
his previous reference to women “praying or prophesying” in the 
church (11:5), it is unlikely he was making an absolute injunction to 
silence. Based on the context (noisy disorder in the church), Paul 
was likely saying that women should not be engaging in private 
conversations with their husbands, in the midst of an already chaotic 
setting, asking questions about what was being said from multiple 
voices (and possibly giving their opinions). Worship gatherings 
were not the time for husbands and wives to be having private 
conversations which were adding to the noise and chaos.     
 
 
1/26/20                                                                                        1,260 
 

that God was truly present- leading to their desire to worship God as 
well (14:23-25). Thus, our primary goal in the exercise of spiritual 
gifts in the Christian community must be the building up of one 
another, not of ourselves.  This applies for every gift, not just 
prophecy and tongues. 

14:20-40  Order must be maintained in the assembly. 

Reading between the lines of Paul’s comments here, it seems that 
the Corinthian church gatherings were noisy, disorderly and chaotic.  
Multiple people were speaking simultaneously, some in unknown 
languages (tongues) and others prophesying. Women were asking 
their husbands questions about what was being said.  As we have 
already seen, some were even coming drunk to the gatherings 
(11:17-22)! Unbelievers were coming in to visit and being put off by 
the chaotic environment.  Simply put: the church services were out 
of control.  To that Paul says: 

“God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches 
of the saints” (14:33). 

“All things must be done properly and in an orderly manner” 
(14:40). 

Thus, speaking should occur one speaker at a time.  If the gift of 
tongues was being exercised, it should be one speaker at a time, 
with the gift of interpretation operating in tandem with tongues so 
that people can understand and grow.  If prayers are being prayed, 
they should be one prayer at a time.  At most, no more that 2 or 3 
should speak in tongues in one gathering (14:27).   

**There are many different interpretations of Paul’s command that 
the women remain silent in the church service (14:34-36).  Based on 
his previous reference to women “praying or prophesying” in the 
church (11:5), it is unlikely he was making an absolute injunction to 
silence. Based on the context (noisy disorder in the church), Paul 
was likely saying that women should not be engaging in private 
conversations with their husbands, in the midst of an already chaotic 
setting, asking questions about what was being said from multiple 
voices (and possibly giving their opinions). Worship gatherings 
were not the time for husbands and wives to be having private 
conversations which were adding to the noise and chaos.     
 
 
1/26/20                                                                                        1,260 
 



- Concerning the Resurrection The series of questions that Paul 
was answering comes to an end with questions about the 
resurrection of the dead.  Apparently, there were some in Corinth 
who were saying that the resurrection was a “spiritual” idea, and 
that there would be no “physical” or “bodily” resurrection of the 
dead.  (The Sadducees, a sect within Judaism, held this view, as did 
some non-Christian philosophies in that day.)  Thus, Paul gives us 
the longest chapter in the Bible dealing with the resurrection. 

15:1-11  The gospel as preached by the apostles 

Paul begins by reminding his readers of the essence of the gospel, 
which hinges entirely on the death and resurrection of Jesus – 
events that were proved real by the appearances of Jesus after His 
resurrection. 

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached 
to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which 
also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 
He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
that He appeared to Cephas (Peter), then to the twelve.  After that 
He appeared to more than five hundred  
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On a personal note, I have some feel for what Paul was saying here.  
Often, as I am speaking, I will notice people leaning into one 
another, having private conversations about something I just said.  
Sometimes the discussion continues for many minutes.  While this 
sort of discussion is ultimately useful, it poses problems in the 
middle of a service.  It is distracting to a speaker, as well as to those 
seated nearby, who become distracted hearing the discussion. A 
better approach would be to make a mental or written note of the 
question, and discuss it after the service is over.  I also have 
experienced this during singing worship songs, when people nearby 
are carrying on conversations about x, y or z while I and others are 
trying to focus our minds and hearts on the worship of God.  Paul’s 
point is really pretty simple and applicable: Church is a time for 
people focus on God and to be taught and built up in their 
relationship with Jesus.  Confusion and chaos in the service thwart 
people’s focus and growth.  Strive for loving -respect and order, 
where people are truly built up in their faith!   
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brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but 
some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared 
to me also” (15:1-8). 

15:12-19  IF the dead are NOT raised . . . 

Paul uses a method of argumentation whereby he grants the truth of 
the opposing view and then shows the necessary implications.  

IF the dead are not raised THEN . . . 

- Christ has not been raised from the dead. 
- Christian preaching is in vain. 
- Christian faith is of no value. 
- Christians who say Jesus was raised are false witnesses. 
- Christian faith is worthless. 
- Christians are still in their sins; the death of Jesus did nothing. 
- Christians who have died have perished forever. 
- Christians are of all people most to be pitied. 
- Christian baptism is a meaningless ritual. 
- Christians are defeated by death. 
- Christians have no hope for immortality in heaven. 

15:20-58  SINCE the dead ARE raised . . .  

For the rest of the chapter Paul assumes the reality of the bodily 
resurrection and discusses implications. 

SINCE CHRIST HAS BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD . . . 

- Christ is the “first fruits” of all who have died and will be raised. 
- All who believe in Him will overcome the death Adam gave us. 
- We will be made alive with Christ at His 2nd coming. 
- When Christ establishes God’s kingdom, we will be part of it. 
- Our struggles in this life, have eternal value. 
- We look forward to an imperishable, glorious body. 
- We will bear the image of Jesus Christ. 
- In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, we will be changed. 
- Death will finally be swallowed up in victory. 
- Jesus has given us victory over sin and death. 
- We can remain steadfast and immovable, knowing our faith and 
toil is NOT in vain.  (Notice that the chapter begins and ends with 
the idea of “vain” belief – 15:2 and 15:58).  
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*Note on “baptism for the dead” (15:29).  This verse has generated 
much discussion.  Mormon teaching insists that departed souls may 
be saved if a living person is baptized on their behalf.  We can say 
for certainty that baptism, as a rite, does not in itself save anyone.  
Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus Christ. “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).  “Many 
others in Corinth also heard Paul, became believers, and were 
baptized” (Acts 18:8).  Baptism is the outward sign of this inward, 
saving reality. It is a reality, however, that many people who are 
“saved” through faith in Jesus never follow up with the outward sign 
of their conversion - baptism.  A straightforward reading of the 
passage does imply that the Corinthians were practicing “vicarious 
baptism” (a living person fulfilling a rite for a departed believer).  
Paul does not here condone this practice, nor does he prescribe it 
elsewhere. It seems that he is, for the sake of argument, raising a 
practice that was occurring in Corinth (which he did not approve of) 
and saying: If there is no resurrection of the dead, then those of you 
who are doing vicarious baptisms for your departed loved are 
wasting your time!   

Conclusion and Benediction: 16:1-24 

As he draws this letter to a close, Paul deals with a number of 
immediate concerns.  He also adds a few more admonitions 
concerning their life as a church. 

- The collection for the saints (16:1-4).  Paul was preparing a large 
offering for the suffering church in Jerusalem, that would come 
from the Gentile churches scattered throughout the empire (see 
2Corinthians 8,9 on this offering).  He stressed the importance of 
individual households using the first day of the week (Sunday) to set 
aside a portion of the money they had earned for this special 
offering (planned giving at its best).  That way, there would be no 
last-minute pressure to collect their offerings. 

- Paul’s travel plans (16:5-9). Paul intended to leave Ephesus, in 
Asia Minor, pass through Macedonia (Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea) 
and Greece (Athens) and then remain for an extended stay in 
Corinth – perhaps to continue resolving issues in this church. 

- Concerning Timothy and Apollos (16:10-12).  In the meantime, 
Timothy would go to Corinth (see also 4:17-20 where Paul spoke  
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of his plans).  Timothy might have cause for fear in such a 
tumultuous (and often anti-Paul) environment.  Thus, Paul 
admonished them to receive Timothy in such a way as to minimize 
his fear. 

- A final admonition (16:13,14).  Five rapid-fire commands seem 
to summarize the need of the hour in the Corinthian church:  

“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 
Let all that you do be done in love.” 

- Honor your leaders (16:15-18). 

We have seen how the Corinthians had their favorite leaders.  Here, 
Paul admonished them to honor their God-given leaders, who had 
helped establish the church from day one. 

- Farewell (16:19-24).  Greetings from the churches of Asia Minor 
accompany Paul’s final words.  Never did a letter of Paul end with 
such a severe tone (v.22)!  But never did a church that pose such 
problems for Paul.  Maranatha means either the Lord has come, or 
Come, Lord Jesus!  The latter seems likely in this context.  The hope 
of the Lord’s return was a constant encouragement to believers who 
lived in a hostile world.  Paul thus ends this letter, to a very worldly 
church, exhorting them to fix their eyes on the next world. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What stands out to you the most from Paul’s lengthy discussion 
of spiritual gifts in the church? 

2. How have you experienced spiritual gifts being exercised in 
healthy, God-honoring ways?  Have you been in situations where 
spiritual gifts were abused, in ways that harmed the church/people? 

3. When you read through the attributes of love, as Paul described 
them (ch.13), can you see how he was focusing on aspects that were 
specifically aimed at the Corinthian situation?   

4. Have you discovered and deployed your spiritual gift(s)?  Have 
you ever asked for additional spiritual gifts?  See list below. 

5. As we leave 1 Corinthians, what stands out to you the most from 
this letter, and Paul’s relationship with this church? 

 
 
1/26/20                                                                                        1,264 
 

of his plans).  Timothy might have cause for fear in such a 
tumultuous (and often anti-Paul) environment.  Thus, Paul 
admonished them to receive Timothy in such a way as to minimize 
his fear. 

- A final admonition (16:13,14).  Five rapid-fire commands seem 
to summarize the need of the hour in the Corinthian church:  

“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 
Let all that you do be done in love.” 

- Honor your leaders (16:15-18). 

We have seen how the Corinthians had their favorite leaders.  Here, 
Paul admonished them to honor their God-given leaders, who had 
helped establish the church from day one. 

- Farewell (16:19-24).  Greetings from the churches of Asia Minor 
accompany Paul’s final words.  Never did a letter of Paul end with 
such a severe tone (v.22)!  But never did a church that pose such 
problems for Paul.  Maranatha means either the Lord has come, or 
Come, Lord Jesus!  The latter seems likely in this context.  The hope 
of the Lord’s return was a constant encouragement to believers who 
lived in a hostile world.  Paul thus ends this letter, to a very worldly 
church, exhorting them to fix their eyes on the next world. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What stands out to you the most from Paul’s lengthy discussion 
of spiritual gifts in the church? 

2. How have you experienced spiritual gifts being exercised in 
healthy, God-honoring ways?  Have you been in situations where 
spiritual gifts were abused, in ways that harmed the church/people? 

3. When you read through the attributes of love, as Paul described 
them (ch.13), can you see how he was focusing on aspects that were 
specifically aimed at the Corinthian situation?   

4. Have you discovered and deployed your spiritual gift(s)?  Have 
you ever asked for additional spiritual gifts?  See list below. 

5. As we leave 1 Corinthians, what stands out to you the most from 
this letter, and Paul’s relationship with this church? 

 
 
1/26/20                                                                                        1,264 
 



*The following list of spiritual gifts was adapted, with minor edits, from the 
website Giftstest.com.  

Administration: The ability to organize multiple tasks and groups of people 
to accomplish tasks.͒Luke 14:28-30; Acts 6:1-7; 1 Cor. 12:28  

Craftsmanship: The ability to plan, build, and work with your hands in 
construction environments to accomplish multiple ministry applications.  
Exodus 30:22, 31:3-11; 2 Chron. 34:9-13; Acts 18:2-3  

Evangelism: The ability to help non-Christians take steps to becoming a 
Christian.͒Acts 8:5-6, 8:26-40, 14:21, 21:8; Ephesians 4:11-14  

Faith: The ability to believe͒in God for unseen supernatural results in every 
arena of life. Acts 11:22-24; Romans 4:18-21; 1 Cor. 12:9; Heb. 11  

Healing: The ability to act as an intermediary in faith, prayer, and by the 
laying-on of hands for the healing of physical, mental and spiritual sickness.  
Acts 3:1-10, 9:32-35, 28:7-10; 1 Cor. 12:9, 28  

Hospitality: The ability to create warm, welcoming environments for others 
in places such as your home, office, or church. Acts 16:14-15; Romans 
12:13, 16:23; Hebrews 13:1-2; 1 Peter 4:9  

Apostleship: The ability to pioneer new churches and ministries through 
planting, overseeing, and training. Acts 15:22-35; 1 Cor.12:28;  2Cor  12:12;  
Galatians 2:7-10; Ephesians 4:11-14  

Discernment: The ability to identify falsehood, to distinguish between right 
and wrong motives and the spiritual forces at work in situations. Matt. 
16:21-23; Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 12:10; 1 John 4:1-6  

Exhortation: The ability to strengthen, comfort or urge others to action 
through the written or spoken word and Biblical truth. Acts 14:22; Romans 
12:8; 1 Timothy 4:13; Hebrews 10:24-25  

Giving: The ability to produce wealth and to give by tithes and offerings to 
advance the Kingdom of God on earth. Mark 12:41-44; Romans 12:8; 2 
Corinthians 8:1-7, 9:2-7 65  

Helps: The ability to work in a supportive role for the accomplishment of 
tasks in Christian ministry with the ability to often see the need before 
others do. Mark 15:40-41; Acts 9:36; Romans 16:1-2; 1 Corinthians 12:28  

Intercession: The ability to stand in the gap in prayer for someone, 
something, or someplace, believing for profound results. Hebrews 7:25; 
Colossians 1:9-12, 4:12-13; James 5:14-16  

Knowledge: The ability study God’s Word with accuracy and insight for the 
purpose of building up others. Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 12:8; Coloss. 2:2-3  

Leadership: The ability to influence people at their level while directing and 
focusing them on the big picture, vision, or idea. Romans 12:8;  1Timothy 
3:1-13, 5:17; Hebrews 13:17  
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Mercy: The ability to feel empathy and to care for those who are hurting.  
Matthew 9:35-36; Mark 9:41; Romans 12:8; 1 Thess. 5:14  

Pastor/Shepherd:  The ability to care for the personal needs of others by 
nurturing and mending life issues. John 10:1-18; Ephesians 4:11-14;  
1Timothy 3:1-7; 1 Peter 5:1-3  

Service: The ability to do small or great tasks in working for the overall 
good of the body of Christ.͒Acts 6:1-7; Romans 12:7; Galatians 6:10;  
1Timothy 1:16-18; Titus 3:14  

Tongues (and Interpretation): The ability to pray/speak in a heavenly 
language to encourage your spirit and to commune with God; often 
accompanied by the gift of interpretation. 1 Cor. 12:10, 14:1- 14  

Miracles: The ability to alter the natural outcomes of life in a supernatural 
way through prayer, faith, and divine direction. Acts 9:36-42, 19:11-12, 
20:7-12; Romans 15:18-19; 1 Corinth. 12:10, 28  

Prophecy: The ability to communicate God’s truth and heart in a way that 
calls people to a right relationship with God.͒Acts 2:37-40, 7:51-53, 26:24-
29; 1 Corinthians 14:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 1:5  

Teaching: The ability to study and learn from the Scriptures primarily to 
bring understanding and depth to other Christians. Acts 18:24-28, 20:20-21; 
1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11-14  

Wisdom: The ability to understand and to bring clarity to situations and 
circumstances often through applying the truths of Scripture in a practical 
way.  Acts 6:3,10; 1 Corinthians 2:6-13, 12:8  
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