
Romans 2 & 3 
STUDY AHEAD 

Paul continues to describe the sin problem in these chapters; but 
instead of speaking about humanity as a race, he begins to focus on 
us as individual human beings.  Study the following passages and 
see what Paul is saying. 

2:1-3  What does he say to the person who sits in judgment over the 
people he had described earlier? 

2:4  What benevolent attributes of God does Paul focus on here?  
How fitting in an extended section dealing with our sin problem! 

2:5-16  Paul contrasts the Jewish person who knows God’s laws, 
with the Gentile person who does not know God’s laws.  What is his 
point in making this contrast?  Is this surprising to you? 

2:17-20 Now Paul focuses specifically on the sin problem within the 
very ‘religious’ Jewish person.  Notice how he sets this up by first 
describing this person the way they see themselves.  (Paul knew that 
this was his own personal story.) 

2:21-25 Next, Paul pulls back the curtain to reveal the true condition 
of the ‘religious’ person’s heart.  What does he see?  (Note: Paul 
may well have been describing the condition of his own heart, prior 
to his conversion.) 

2:26-29  He ends this chapter with the contrast (again) between Jew 
and Gentile.  What is his point? 

3:1-8  This is a tricky little section.  Behind it was a logical problem 
that many had with Paul’s message.  To appreciate the love, grace 
and mercy of God we first need to see how sinful we are. Yet, IF our 
sin shows off God’s grace and goodness, THEN it would seem to 
make sense that we should sin even more so that we make God look 
even better!  And FURTHER, it would seem that God cannot justly 
condemn us for making Him look good!  Paul’s answer to this 
flawed logic is found in vv.5-8. 

3:9-18  Paul summarizes the sin problem by compiling a long list of 
O.T. quotes.   

3:19,20  Here he tells us what the solution is NOT.  What should the 
law actually do? 
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