
1THESS. 4,5 & 2THESS.1-3 
On the Second Coming of Christ 

STUDY AHEAD 

Few other N.T. letters deal so much with the 2nd coming of Christ as 
do the 2 letters to the Thessalonians.  Let’s dig in and see what we 
can learn here. 

1Thess.4:13-18.  This passage deals with “the rapture” – a term 
used to refer to the time when Jesus appears in the heavens to call 
believers, both living and dead, up into the heavens to be with Him.  
What does Paul say about the fate of believers who die before Jesus 
returns?  What will happen to them when He does return?   

1Thess.5:1-11.  This passage deals with “the day of the Lord,” a 
phrase used widely in the Bible to describes God’s final intervention 
into human history to judge evil and to establish His righteous rule 
on earth.  Make a list of things that Paul says here about the day of 
the Lord. 

2Thess.1:3-12 Here Paul speaks about “relief” for believers and 
“retribution” upon unbelievers at the 2nd coming of Christ.  What 
was the context for Paul’s teaching, and why was this important to 
the Thessalonian church? 

2Thess2:1-12 This is a key passage dealing with the timing of “the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to 
Him” (v.1).  The Thessalonians had been shaken from their 
composure by some false teachings on the return of Christ.  What 
was this false teaching (see 2:2)?   

How does Paul correct this false teaching and clarify the timing of 
Christ’s return?  What specific events must happen before the 
return of Jesus? 

2Thess.3 Paul deals with some practical issues here, but especially 
the issue of working diligently. It appears that some believers had 
quit their jobs and were doing no work at all.  What might have 
caused them to quit working?  What does Paul say about work? 
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