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The Israelites spent 40 years wondering in the desert unnecessarily 
because they were terrified of the Canaanites. They underestimated 
God’s ability. In Joshua Chapter 5, the Israelites have landed and Gilgal 
is their beachhead. Things have changed though, because now the 
Canaanites were terrified. The Canaanites had heard about Israel’s 
great victories through God and had hoped that the Jordan River would 
discourage them from entering Canaan. But news that the Israelites 
had crossed the Jordan on dry land brought further fear to the 
Canaanites. Let’s review Joshua 5-8 to see some of their highs and 
lows as they move into the Promised Land. 
 
1. Read the following verses to see how the Israelites renewed their 

commitment to God and how God showed Himself to them before 
attempting to conquer the new land: 
• Joshua 5:2-9 
• Joshua 5:10 
• Joshua 5:11-12 
• Joshua 5:13-15 

We are engaged in a holy war against the world, the flesh and the devil. 
If we are obedient and are walking in the Spirit, the Lord will fight our 
battles.  What responsibilities do we have in this process? 

 

2. The city of Jericho was a very formidable obstacle. It was one of the 
oldest cities in the world and had walls up to 25 feet high and 20 
feet thick with soldiers standing on guard.  
• Read Joshua 6:1-7  

  Why did God give Joshua all of these complicated instructions? 
•  Read Joshua 6: 22-23 and Matthew 1:5 
 

 What lessons can we learn about Rahab as a person? How would you 
have dealt with her? What was God’s plan for her?  

 
3. The thrill of victory at Jericho was short lived because of the sin of 

Achan. Achan not only coveted material things, but he was also 
indifferent to evil and idolatary.  
•  Read Joshua 7:1, 3-5, 20-21 
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We are also under God’s command to eliminate any thoughts, 
practices, or possessions that hinder our devotion to Him. How are you 
doing in this area? How about Christians as a whole? 
 
4. The Lord gave Joshua the city of Ai. Yesterday’s defeat became 

today’s victory. 
•   Read Joshua 8:1-2, 30-31 

     

Did Joshua pray and seek the Lord before the first attack of Ai (ch.7)? 
Why didn’t he? Why did God allow the Israelites to take the plunder of 
Ai, but not Jericho? Achan could have received the plunder feely if he 
had waited. How are you doing on waiting on the Lord? Why was the 
altar built with uncut stones (v.31)? What idols do we have in our lives? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2                    September 27, 2015 


