
 

GOD WITH US 

                        Part 2: Conquest and Chaos                                 

Joshua – Judges – Ruth  

Message 3 – The Southern and Northern Campaigns 

Joshua 9-12  

Introduction 

After the initial victories at Jericho and Ai, Joshua led Israel in 

southern and northern campaigns, defeating both individual kings 

as well as coalitions of kings that had banded together to repel the 

invasion.  The Israelite encampment and base of operations was at 

Gilgal, where they had initially crossed the Jordan River.  As the 

final note of ch.12 will make clear, thirty-one kings in all were 

defeated in this period of conquest.  God was giving Israel the 

Promised Land (Genesis 12:1-3); but He was simultaneously 

judging the Canaanites for their sin, having given them more than 

400 years to repent of their evil ways (see Genesis 15:16).   

The Gibeonite Blunder: 9:1-27 

The city of Gibeon was about 22 miles from the Israelite camp at 

Gilgal.  After Jericho and Ai, it would have been one of the next 

cities conquered by Israel.  Yet, the Gibeonites deceitfully sent 

envoys to Joshua, pretending to be from a far off country, asking 

for terms of peace. 

When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to 

Jericho and to Ai, they also acted deceitfully and set out as 

envoys, and took worn-out sacks on their donkeys, and wineskins 

worn-out and torn and mended, and worn-out and patched 

sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes on themselves; and 

all the bread of their provision was dry and had become 

crumbled. They went to Joshua to the camp at Gilgal and said to 

him and to the men of Israel, “We have come from a far country; 

now therefore, make a covenant with us” (9:3-6). 

When questioned by Joshua as to where they were from, they told 

their very elaborate LIE with persuasive evidence: moldy bread, 

empty wineskins, and torn clothing.  Joshua and his advisors 

examined the evidence and then made a fateful mistake: 

“So the men of Israel took some of their provisions, and did not  
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ask for the counsel (literally, “the mouth”) of the Lord. Joshua 

made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to let 

them live; and the leaders of the congregation swore an oath to 

them” (9:14,15). 

Israel, thus, violated God’s command and entered into a peace 

treaty with the inhabitants of Gibeon.  Once the Gibeonite scheme 

was uncovered, the whole nation grumbled against the leadership 

of Joshua (9:18).  Yet, Joshua was forced to protect and defend 

Gibeon, having sworn on oath to do so.   

Side Note: Why no treaties with the Canaanites? 

When reading the book of Joshua, it is clear that no peace treaties 

were to be made with the inhabitants of Canaan.  The reason for 

this is found in the human propensity to be enticed into idolatry.  

Back in Exodus 34, after disciplining the nation for the golden calf 

idolatry, God gave Moses a strong warning for the future: 

“But listen carefully to everything I command you today. Then I 

will go ahead of you and drive out the Amorites, Canaanites, 

Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. Be very careful never  
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“They did not ask for the MOUTH of the Lord.”  They looked at ALL 
the obvious evidence; but they did not consult with GOD.  We can 
get ourselves into some very bad situations when we fail to invite 
God, through prayer, to SPEAK into and GUIDE our decision-
making processes.  Joshua (and Israel) paid a heavy price in the 
case of the Gibeonite blunder.  1) His leadership credibility was 
called into question by his followers (9:18).  2) He was forced to 
use valuable resources to defend Gibeon in battle when the city 
was subsequently attacked by a coalition of 5 kings (chapter 10).         
3) 400 years later, near the end of King David’s reign, there was a 
3-year famine in Israel because King Saul, David’s predecessor, 
had attacked the Gibeonites, in violation of the covenant Joshua 
had made.  Further, in order to remove God’s had of judgment on 
Israel, 7 sons of Saul had to be handed over to the Gibeonites to 
be put to death!!   Read 2Samuel 21:1-14 for the full story.  All of 
this happened as a result of a covenant that was hastily made in a 
moment when leaders failed to pray and ask for God’s direction.  
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding.  Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you 
which path to take” (Proverbs 3:5,6).  Lesson: Do NOT make major 
decisions without asking for GOD’S VOICE!  If you have made a 
wrong decision in the past, without God’s counsel, recommit to 
seeking and doing His will, instead of your own.  God can take you 
right where you are, and make straight paths for your feet. 
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to make a treaty with the people who live in the land where you 

are going. If you do, you will follow their evil ways and be 

trapped. Instead, you must break down their pagan altars, smash 

their sacred pillars, and cut down their Asherah poles. You must 

worship no other gods, for the Lord, whose very name is Jealous, 

is a God who is jealous about his relationship with you. You must 

not make a treaty of any kind with the people living in the land. 

They lust after their gods, offering sacrifices to them. They will 

invite you to join them in their sacrificial meals, and you will go 

with them. Then you will accept their daughters, who sacrifice to 

other gods, as wives for your sons. And they will seduce your 

sons to commit adultery against me by worshiping other gods” 

(Exodus 34:11-16, New Living Translation). 

God had a protective jealousy over His relationship with His 

people.  He deserved and desired their devotion to Him alone. Yet, 

God knew that there would be a strong physical attraction between 

the sons of Israel and the daughters of Canaan. He knew that these 

women would draw the hearts of the young Israelite men away 

from their sacred traditions, including the exclusive worship of 

Yahweh.  This very thing happened back in the book of Numbers: 

“While the Israelites were camped at Acacia Grove, some of the 

men defiled themselves by having sexual relations with local 

Moabite women. These women invited them to attend sacrifices 

to their gods, so the Israelites feasted with them and worshiped 

the gods of Moab.  In this way, Israel joined in the worship of 

Baal of Peor, causing the Lord’s anger to blaze against his 

people” (Numbers 25:1-3). 

Thus, the reason for the no-treaty-policy was to protect Israel from 

stumbling into sin, leading to idolatry and then judgment.   
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Notice the progression: “They will INVITE you … You will ACCEPT … 
They will SEDUCE you to commit adultery against Me” (Exodus 
34:15,16).  There is an important lesson for us here: God creates 
boundaries around our lives in order to protect and bless us, not to 
deprive and control us.  “He yearns for intimate relationship and 
cannot stand it when someone or something else gets in the way, 
especially something as strong and powerful as idolatry” 
(Longman & Allender, Cry of the Soul, p.113).   His “jealousy is not 
an ugly suspicion that shows weakness; but a virtue that has a 
noble purpose: the preservation of an exclusive relationship” 
(p.128).  As James wrote: : : : “… He jealously longs for the spirit He 
has caused to dwell in us” (James 4:5). 

Notice the progression: “They will INVITE you … You will ACCEPT … 
They will SEDUCE you to commit adultery against Me” (Exodus 
34:15,16).  There is an important lesson for us here: God creates 
boundaries around our lives in order to protect and bless us, not to 
deprive and control us.  “He yearns for intimate relationship and 
cannot stand it when someone or something else gets in the way, 
especially something as strong and powerful as idolatry” 
(Longman & Allender, Cry of the Soul, p.113).   His “jealousy is not 
an ugly suspicion that shows weakness; but a virtue that has a 
noble purpose: the preservation of an exclusive relationship” 
(p.128).  As James wrote: : : : “… He jealously longs for the spirit He 
has caused to dwell in us” (James 4:5). 



Joshua defends Gibeon: 10:1-28 

Fearing the invasion of Israel, five southern kings banded together 

and attacked the city of Gibeon.  Joshua was forced to defend 

Gibeon, having entered into a covenant with them.  Even though 

Israel had wrongfully made this covenant, God was faithful to fight 

for Israel (note the hailstones of 10:11) and give them victory over 

the five-king coalition.  In fact, it was during this battle that God 

answered one of the most amazing prayers in the entire Bible – 

Joshua’s request for an extra long day. 

Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord 

delivered up the Amorites before the sons of Israel, and he said 

in the sight of Israel,“O sun, stand still at Gibeon, and O moon 

in the valley of Aijalon.”  So the sun stood still, and the moon 

stopped, until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies. Is 

it not written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stopped in the 

middle of the sky and did not hasten to go down for about a 

whole day. There was no day like that before it or after it, when 

the Lord listened to the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for 

Israel. Then Joshua and all Israel with him returned to the camp 

to Gilgal (10:12-15). 

Summary of the Southern Campaign: 10:29-43 

After defeating the 5 kings at Gibeon, Joshua led Israel on a 

campaign to conquer the entire southern part of the Promised 

Land.  This he accomplished as God fought for Israel. 

“Joshua struck them from Kadesh-barnea even as far as Gaza, 

and all the country of Goshen even as far as Gibeon. Joshua 

captured all these kings and their lands at one time, because the 

Lord, the God of Israel, fought for Israel. So Joshua and all 

Israel with him returned to the camp at Gilgal” (10:41-43). 

The Northern Campaign: 11:1-23 

The northern city-states, fearing Joshua’s power, banded together 

to defend themselves against Israel (11:1-5).   
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What battle in your life seems most daunting?  What seems 
impossible?  What is creating fear in you?  Ask God to give you 
some word or assurance of His will.  Consult Him for wisdom and 
direction.  Ask Him to fight the battle for you.  You never know; 
sometimes God chooses to show up in the most unexpected and 
amazing ways!  (Note the repeated emphasis on how God would 
fight for Israel: 10:8,12,14,19,25,30,32,42). 

What battle in your life seems most daunting?  What seems 
impossible?  What is creating fear in you?  Ask God to give you 
some word or assurance of His will.  Consult Him for wisdom and 
direction.  Ask Him to fight the battle for you.  You never know; 
sometimes God chooses to show up in the most unexpected and 
amazing ways!  (Note the repeated emphasis on how God would 
fight for Israel: 10:8,12,14,19,25,30,32,42). 



 

“They came out, they and all their armies with them, as many 

people as the sand that is on the seashore, with very many horses 

and chariots. So all of these kings having agreed to meet, came 

and encamped together at the waters of Merom, to fight against 

Israel” (11:4,5). 

The phrase, “as many people as the sand that is on the seashore” 

is significant.  God used this exact wording to describe how great 

the descendants of Abraham would become (see Genesis 22:17).  

Now, God’s great nation was being challenged by another great 

coalition of nations. Yet, God continually assured His servant 

Joshua that He would give him the victory (11:6).  In the face of 

massive enemies, Israel could take all fear and turn toward the 

promised protection of God.   

After overcoming the kings of the north, there is a summary of 

Joshua’s campaigns to capture the Promised Land: 

“Just as the Lord had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses 

commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did; he left nothing undone 

of all that the Lord had commanded Moses” (11:15). 

The Scriptures give us an important insight into the reason behind 

the resistance of the Canaanite kings to the Israelite invasion: 

“There was not a city which made peace with the sons of Israel 

except the Hivites living in Gibeon; they took them all in battle. 

For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, to meet Israel in 

battle in order that he might utterly destroy them, that they might  
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There are many references to FEAR in the book of Joshua. Fear is 
a God-given emotion that signals to us some form of danger.  Fear 
is a red light on the dashboard of our minds telling us to take 
action.  The real question is: What action will we take?  When 
Rahab developed a fear of the Israelites and their God, she ran 
toward them in faith, placing her trust and confidence in Yahweh 
and His protection.  When the Canaanite kings developed a fear of 
the Israelites, they resorted to self-protection (coalitions, schemes, 
strategies, attackes, etc.).  We all face fear in various forms every 
day.  Whenever you feel fear rising up within you, first ask God to 
show you the true source of your fear.  Then, remember that you 
have a choice.  1) You can TRUST GOD in humble dependence, 
praying for His plan and protection; or, 2) You can SELF PROTECT 
by choosing to take matters into your own hands.  
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receive no mercy, but that he might destroy them, just as the Lord 

had commanded Moses” (11:19,20). 

God had placed a judicial hardening upon the hearts of the 

Canaanite kings.  In a judicial hardening, God takes an already 

hardened, obstinate heart and confirms it in the condition of 

hardness, so that His purposes might be displayed and advanced.  

This exact thing happened in the case of the Pharaoh of Egypt, 

who continually hardened his heart against the appeals of Moses 

and Aaron to let Israel depart from Egypt.  Back in Exodus there 

was an inter-play in the text between Pharaoh hardening his own 

heart, and God hardening the heart of Pharaoh.  In the case of the 

Canaanites, God had given them 400+ years to repent of their 

wicked ways, yet they had hardened their hearts against the patient 

mercy of God.  Now, God was confirming them in that obstinate 

condition, so that His purposes would be fulfilled.   

 

Summary of Kings defeated: 12:1-24 

- Moses’ victories: 12:1-6 

Several kingdoms were subdued under Moses’ leadership, before 

Israel entered the Promised Land.  These trans-Jordan territories 

were then given to the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh, being 

especially suited to their work as shepherds. 

“Moses the servant of the Lord and the sons of Israel defeated 

them; and Moses the servant of the Lord gave it to the Reubenites 

and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh as a possession” 

- Joshua’s victories: 12:7-24 

Thirty-one kingdoms were subdued by Joshua.  The complete list 

is given here, city by city.  The remainder of the book will outline 

the apportioning of these lands to the various tribes of Israel. 
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Hebrews 3 warns US about having hardened hearts against God’s 
will for our lives. “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your 
hearts” (Hebrews 3:7,15).  Hardening of heart sets in when we 
repeatedly say NO to God’s corrections and promptings: Ignoring 
His Word; failing to listen to the prompting of His Spirit; harboring 
bitterness and failing to forgive someone; not confessing our sin 
when we become aware of it; failing to fulfill an assignment He 
has given.  Has God been trying to get your attention lately?  Are 
you listening and responding to Him? 
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“He left nothing undone . . .” (11:15).  Joshua fulfilled the mandate 
given to him by God, through Moses.  Here was a man who SAW 
His God-given mission, SIEZED it, and COMPLETED it.  Similarly, at 
the end of the apostle Paul’s life, he wrote: “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the course . . .” (2Timothy 4:7).  It was written 
of King David that he, “Served God’s purpose in his generation, 
and then was laid to rest among his fathers” (Acts 13:36).  We 
each have one live to live, one opportunity to live out a God-
defined, God-designed destiny.  Each of us has a special 
assignment from God.  “For we are His craftsmanship, created in 
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