
GOD WITH US 

                        Part 2: Conquest and Chaos                                 

Joshua – Judges – Ruth  

 

Message 7 – Judge Gideon 

Judges 6-8 

  

Introduction 

As Israel continued its repetitive downward spiral in the cycles of 

sin, we come to the story of judge Gideon.  While this is a story of 

deliverance from yet another period of severe oppression, it is also 

the story of the struggle of one man – Gideon – to take God at His 

word.  There are many lessons here for us about walking with God, 

and God’s ways of working with His children.  At the outset of the 

story, Gideon appears very skeptical of God’s goodness. As the 

story progresses, Gideon has trouble believing God’s word.  He 

repeatedly asks God for signs to verify His promises.  Toward the 

end of the story, Gideon makes for himself a sacred ephod – a 

special garment to be worn only by the high priest. Thus, Gideon 

the “mighty warrior” is presented to us as the doubting judge who 

constantly needed help taking God at His word.  Yet, God worked 

with His flawed child and used him in incredible ways to deliver 

Israel.  If God can use a Gideon, then there IS hope for all of us! 

The severe oppression of the Midianites: 6:1-6 

The Midianites were completely subdued under Moses (see 

Numbers 31); but now, some 200 years later, they had grown 

strong and were able to completely overrun the Israelites.  So 

severe was the oppression of Midian (along with the Amalekites 

and other eastern peoples) that Israel was reduced to hiding in 

caves in the mountains. 

“Because of Midian the sons of Israel made for themselves the 

dens which were in the mountains and the caves and the 

strongholds” (6:2).  

Further, the Israelites were suffering starvation as the invaders 

swallowed up all of their crops and livestock, leaving them little to 

live off of (6:3,4).  The summary statement shows just how 

desperate the situation was: 
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“So Israel was brought very low because of Midian, and the sons 

of Israel cried to the Lord” (6:6). 

Like the prodigal son in Jesus’ story (Luke 15), sometimes God 

lets us be brought very low in our journey away from Him.  Only 

then do we “come to our senses” (Luke 15:17) and turn our eyes 

back to the Father. 

Israel cries out – the Lord responds: 6:7-10 

The Lord sent an unnamed prophet to speak to Israel, in response 

to their cries for help.  The message is very similar that of the 

angel of the Lord at the beginning of Judges (see 2:1-5).  Israel is 

rebuked for failing to obey God’s word and remain faithful to Him. 

“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘It was I who brought 

you up from Egypt and brought you out from the house of 

slavery. I delivered you from the hands of the Egyptians and 

from the hands of all your oppressors, and dispossessed them 

before you and gave you their land, and I said to you, “I am the 

Lord your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in 

whose land you live. But you have not listened to My voice”’” 

(2:8-10). 

I brought you up . . . I rescued you . . . I drove out your enemies . . 

. I said to you . . . BUT you have not listened to My voice.  In spite 

of all God’s faithfulness to them, they failed to walk in humble 

obedience to His words. 

The angel of the Lord appears to Gideon: 6:11-24 

Gideon was threshing wheat in an unusual place: a hole designed 

to be a wine press.  He was attempting to hide his produce from the  
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Israel had “heard” God’s voice; but they had not “listened” to Him.  
It is one thing to hear . . . but another to heed.  This is why James 
wrote: ““““But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must DO what it 
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to 
the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 
You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if 
you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you 
do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will 
bless you for doing it” (James 1:22-25).  Israel’s problem was that, 
after hearing God’s word, they never made any substantive 
changes in their way of life.  How about you?  You are “hearing” 
God’s words week after week.  But . . . are you “listening” to (i.e., 
doing) His words rather than just hearing them? 
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Midianite invaders.  It was there that the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him with an unlikely address:  

The angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, “The 

Lord is with you, O valiant warrior” (6:12).   

Gideon was quick to question God’s character and faithfulness.  

Here we see a theme that will recur in the story: Gideon is prone to 

look for proof (signs) of God’s promises.  It is difficult for him to 

simply take God at His word. 

“O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened 

to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us 

about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ But 

now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of 

Midian” (6:13). 

Where are all the miracles that our fathers told us about?!? This 

was a classic ‘second chair’ question (see p.208).  Gideon’s 

generation did not have their own stories to strengthen their faith.  

Gideon failed to consider, however, that it was Israel’s rebellion, 

not God’s abandonment, that was preventing the free-flow of 

divine power in the nation’s favor.   
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A valiant warrior in a wine press!  The Lord sees us not so much 
for what we are; rather, for what we can become, with His help.  
Gideon, the fearful wheat thresher in a wine press, is seen as a 
“valiant warrior.”  Peter, a hesitant, uneducated fisherman, is seen 
as “a rock” and “a productive fisher of men.”  Moses, the reluctant 
shepherd, is seen as the deliverer of God’s chosen people.  How 
do you see yourself?  Do you tend to think of who you are, based 
on your past limitations, or your present circumstances?  Or, do 
you dream with eyes of faith about who you might become, and 
what you might accomplish, with the power of God moving through 
your life unleashing your true, God-given potential?  Begin to ask 
God what it is you are truly made for.  His answer will very likely 
surprise you.  Maybe there’s a valiant warrior inside of you?!? 

Like Gideon, we are prone to blame God for troubles that we have 
brought upon ourselves.  Maybe Gideon didn’t get the memo from 
the unnamed prophet: Israel was suffering because they had 
turned away from God!  Before shaking our fist at heaven, perhaps 
we should pray: Lord, is there anything in my life that you want to 
point out that might be the cause of my troubles? Then, allow the 
Holy Spirit to search your heart and bring to light what He sees.  
The remedy for many of our troubles lies in getting our own hearts 

in tune with God’s will. 
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In spite of Gideon’s questions about God’s faithfulness, the Lord 

assured him that He was now ready to deliver Israel from 

oppression, using Gideon as their leader.  Gideon again protested, 

pointing out that he was the youngest son in a not-so-important 

family.  How could he be of any use in such dire times?  Yet, God 

assured him that he was, indeed, the chosen deliverer. 

Again, Gideon is not convinced merely on the basis of God’s 

word.  He asks for A SIGN that God is really speaking to him. 

So Gideon said to Him, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, 

then show me a sign that it is You who speak with me. Please do 

not depart from here, until I come back to You, and bring out my 

offering and lay it before You.” And He said, “I will remain until 

you return” (6:17-18). 

After preparing an offering for the Lord, the angel of the Lord gave 

Gideon the miraculous sign he needed. 

“Then the angel of the Lord put out the end of the staff that was 

in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and 

fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the 

unleavened bread. Then the angel of the Lord vanished from his 

sight” (6:21). 

Gideon was awestruck by the visible presence of the angel of the 

Lord.  He was actually afraid that he might die from exposure to 

such glory (a rare privilege indeed – see Genesis 32:30).  To 

consecrate this encounter, Gideon built an altar and named it 

Yahweh-shalom (The Lord is Peace).   

“Alas, O Lord God! For now I have seen the angel of the Lord 

face to face.” The Lord said to him, “Peace to you, do not fear;  
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God delights in using the weakest, the least, the youngest, the 
“nobodies” to accomplish His glorious work.  Paul wrote to the 
church of Corinth: “Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few 
of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when 
God called you.    Instead, God chose things the world considers 
foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he 
chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful. 
God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing 
at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers 
important. As a result, no one can ever boast in the presence of 
God” (1Cor.1:26-29).   
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you shall not die.” Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord 

and named it The Lord is Peace. To this day it is still in Ophrah 

of the Abiezrites” (6:22-24). 

This encounter with the angel of the Lord became the turning point 

in Gideon’s life, propelling him into the role of being Israel’s next 

judge and deliverer. 

Once Gideon’s trust in God was initially established, he was ready 

for his first act as Israel’s next deliverer.  He had a major battle to 

fight in his own father’s house and among his hometown kinsmen. 

 

Gideon destroys his father’s Baal altar: 6:25-32 

The Lord’s first assignment for Gideon may have been the most 

scary: He was to tear down his father’s altar devoted to Baal, and 

build an altar for Yahweh on the high place of the city.  Gideon 

took ten men with him and did this by night, because he was afraid 

of his father’s household and the men of the city (v.27).  Sure 

enough, on the next morning, the men wanted to kill Gideon for 

destroying their sacred shrine to Baal. 

Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that 

he may die, for he has torn down the altar of Baal, and indeed, 

he has cut down the Asherah which was beside it” (6:30). 

In support of his son, Joash responded that IF Baal was truly a god 

worth worshipping then he should be able to fight for himself.  He 

not only stood with his son against the men of the town; he even 

re-named Gideon “Jerubbaal” – “Let Baal defend himself.”  
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Why was Gideon such a doubter?  He had not personally seen God 
at work in his lifetime.  He had heard stories of God doing things in 
past generations; but not in his own day.  Our ability to trust God 
grows over time as we see Him show up in our lives.  This is why it 
is so critical to bring every situation to the Lord, inviting Him to 
display His presence and power.  And when God does show up, 
make a record of it.  Commemorate God’s personal work in your 
life so that you can go back and recall His past faithfulness.  What 
Job said needs to be true for all of us: “I had only heard about You 
before, but now I have seen You with my own eyes” (Job 42:5).  As 
we see God with our own eyes, our knowledge of Him will grow and 
our ability to trust Him will strengthen. 
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Gideon asks for more signs: 6:33-39 

As the enemies approached for battle, the Spirit of the Lord came 

upon (literally, “clothed”) Gideon (v.34). He blew the war trumpet 

and assembled an army of 32,000 for the battle.  Yet, he was still 

in need of proof that God would come through for Israel.  After all, 

he was facing a massive enemy force of some 135,000 warriors!  

Thus, he twice put the fleece before God, asking for confirming 

signs.  God graciously responded in both instances, knowing that 

Gideon needed such reassurances in order to lead with courage. 
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Note the father-son dynamic in this story.  Gideon had to choose 
God over his own father by taking a defining stand against his 
father’s idol worship.  Joash, Gideon’s father, could have 
responded in many different ways to his son: anger, separation, 
disapproval, execution.  Yet, Joash chose to believe the best about 
his son, and to follow him in placing the worship of Yahweh above 
the worship of Baal.  Joash chose to redefine his own faith with his 
son.  Very often, it will take the transformation of a child’s faith in 
God to turn the tide in a family.  But the child must be strong 
enough to declare his/her own faith in God, allowing God to deal 
with the response of the parent(s).   

People often ask: Is it right to test God by “putting out a fleece” of 
some kind to determine His will?  The answer really depends on 
the situation.  In Gideon’s case, he should not have needed to test 
God with the fleece, since God had already clearly declared His will 
and given Gideon a confirming sign.  The fact that God responded 
(twice!) says more about the grace of God toward Gideon than it 
does about the correctness of Gideon’s asking.  In cases where 
God has already revealed His will to you (via His Word, godly 
counsel, circumstances, etc.), you should be seeking to OBEY God, 
not to TEST His sincerity and reliability.  On the other hand, there 
are many situations where we are truly unsure which direction to 
go when making a decision.  Several options seem acceptable.  
They all have the support of godly counselors.  Our conscience is 
clear in all directions.  In such cases, it is good to prayerfully make 
a wise decision while praying something like this: “Lord, I have 
placed this decision in Your hands and I continue to do so.  You 
know what is best for me.  I believe that I have Your permission to 
move in direction X.  I ask You to confirm or correct this direction 
by opening or closing doors in front of me.  I move forward by faith, 
wanting only what YOU want for me.”  God knows our hearts.  If we 
truly desire to do His will, He will honor that desire and direct our 
steps.  “The mind of man plans his ways; but the Lord directs his 
steps” (Proverbs  16:9). 
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God reduces Gideon’s army: 7:1-8 

After all the tests that Gideon put before the Lord, the Lord now 

responds by putting a HUGE test before Gideon.  Will Gideon trust 

God even when his army is reduced from 32,000 to just 300 men? 

The Lord said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too 

many for Me to give Midian into their hands, for Israel would 

become boastful, saying, ‘My own power has delivered me’” 

(7:2). 

First, all who were afraid were allowed to go home.  22,000 took 

this opportunity to opt out of the war.  Second, God reduced the 

remaining 10,000 to just 300 by means of a water-drinking test at 

the nearby spring.  Those who lapped water like a dog (300) were 

allowed to remain, while all others were sent home.  This must 

have been an awkward moment for Gideon as a leader.  Here he 

has called together this large volunteer army.  They have travelled 

long distances to come to the war.  Now, they are sent home!  He 

may have had some disgruntled volunteers on his hands. 

The Lord gives Gideon another sign: 7:9-18 

The Lord assured Gideon of victory and told him to attack.  

Now the same night it came about that the Lord said to him, 

“Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your 

hands” (7:9).   

Yet, God must have seen that there was still FEAR in Gideon’s 

heart, the sort of fear that needed to be overruled by another sign.  

This time, it is God who suggests that Gideon receive a confirming 

sign: 
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God truly wants to partner with us in the battles of life.  He also 
wants to do so in a way that glorifies HIS power, not our own.  
Thus, God will reduce Gideon’s army so that HE will be Israel’s 
boast in the end.  The prophet Jeremiah declared: “Let him who 
boasts boast in this – that he understands and knows ME, that I 
am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and 
righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the 
Lord” (Jeremiah 9:24).  Similarly, the apostle Paul wrote: “May it 
never be that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Galatians 6:14).  “God is opposed to the proud; but gives 
grace to the humble” (James 4:6).  Therefore, we must remember 
to lean into GOD’S strength, not our own.  “I will lift up my eyes to 
the mountains; from where shall my help come? My help comes 
from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1,2). 
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“But if you are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant 

down to the camp, and you will hear what they say; and 

afterward your hands will be strengthened that you may go down 

against the camp” (7:10,11). 

Of course, Gideon was afraid, so he did go down with his servant 

to the edge of the enemy encampment.  There, he overheard one 

man relating a dream to another man – a dream that clearly 

foreshadowed a victory for Gideon over them.  When Gideon 

returned from this experience, he finally had the boldness to 

declare to his 300 men the exact same words that God had already 

declared to him:   

He returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord 

has given the camp of Midian into your hands” (7:15). 

Victory for Gideon and his 300 men: 7:19-25  

After overhearing the man who had the dream, Gideon knew that 

the enemy camp feared him.  Thus, he took strategic advantage of 

their fear, making his army appear bigger than it really was, and 

doing so by night.  He gave all 300 men trumpets and torches 

concealed in pitchers.  At his signal, they all blew their trumpets 

and revealed their torches as they descended from the hillsides 

upon the enemy camp.  Typically, one trumpet would be sounded 

to lead an entire division of warriors.  Thus, the enemy probably 

thought there were 300 divisions of Israelites descending upon 

them in the darkness  . . . not just 300 men.  The sudden confusion 

among the enemy caused them to kill one another and flee for their 

lives.  Gideon and his men stood on the hillside and watched in 

amazement as the entire enemy army destroyed itself and then 

disbanded in fear!  (Recall how Moses told the people of Israel to 

stand back and watch as God destroyed Pharaoh’s army in the Red 

Sea – Exodus 14:13.  The Lord delights in us seeing Him in 

action!) 

 

11/08/15                                                                                       224 

“But if you are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant 

down to the camp, and you will hear what they say; and 

afterward your hands will be strengthened that you may go down 

against the camp” (7:10,11). 

Of course, Gideon was afraid, so he did go down with his servant 

to the edge of the enemy encampment.  There, he overheard one 

man relating a dream to another man – a dream that clearly 

foreshadowed a victory for Gideon over them.  When Gideon 

returned from this experience, he finally had the boldness to 

declare to his 300 men the exact same words that God had already 

declared to him:   

He returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the Lord 

has given the camp of Midian into your hands” (7:15). 

Victory for Gideon and his 300 men: 7:19-25  

After overhearing the man who had the dream, Gideon knew that 

the enemy camp feared him.  Thus, he took strategic advantage of 

their fear, making his army appear bigger than it really was, and 

doing so by night.  He gave all 300 men trumpets and torches 

concealed in pitchers.  At his signal, they all blew their trumpets 

and revealed their torches as they descended from the hillsides 

upon the enemy camp.  Typically, one trumpet would be sounded 

to lead an entire division of warriors.  Thus, the enemy probably 

thought there were 300 divisions of Israelites descending upon 

them in the darkness  . . . not just 300 men.  The sudden confusion 

among the enemy caused them to kill one another and flee for their 

lives.  Gideon and his men stood on the hillside and watched in 

amazement as the entire enemy army destroyed itself and then 

disbanded in fear!  (Recall how Moses told the people of Israel to 

stand back and watch as God destroyed Pharaoh’s army in the Red 

Sea – Exodus 14:13.  The Lord delights in us seeing Him in 

action!) 

 

11/08/15                                                                                       224 

How gracious of God to give Gideon yet another courage boosting 
sign. God gave Gideon what he needed, even on the eve of battle!  
God will work with us to build up our trust in His character.  He will 
give us what we need, when we need it.  Yet, over time, He wants 
our confidence in Him and knowledge of His character to grow, 
replacing an incessant need for proofs and signs with a steady 
trust in His goodness and love.  God ultimately wants us to trust 
Him because we KNOW Him and LOVE Him, not because He keeps 
showing up with proofs and signs.   
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Gideon then called for men from several other tribes to cut off the 

enemy retreat. As a result, Gideon’s army completely routed the 

opposing forces. (See 2Chronicles 20:22-24 for a similar instance 

where God caused confusion in the enemy armies, resulting in 

them turning upon one another.  “Friendly fire” was common then, 

even as now.) 

Ephraim’s complaint and Gideon’s response: 8:1-3 

The tribe of Ephraim complained heatedly (v.1) that Gideon had 

not invited them to the battle.  Gideon assured them, in a humble 

spirit, that they had contributed massively to the victory by 

capturing and killing the Midianite commanders, Oreb and Zeeb.   

“God has given the leaders of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb into your 

hands; and what was I able to do in comparison with you?” Then 

their anger toward him subsided when he said that (8:3). 

The reproach of Succoth and Penuel: 8:4-21 

Gideon and his weary band of 300 pursued the Midianite kings, 

Zebah and Zalmunnah, across the Jordan River to the east.  

Significant attention is given to the reproach Gideon suffered on 

this difficult journey from the Jewish leaders of the eastern cities 

of Succoth and Penuel.  Both cities refused to supply Gideon and 

his troops with provisions for their journey, and both chided him 

for his efforts and questioned his potential for further success. 

“The leaders of Succoth said, “Are the hands of Zebah and 

Zalmunna already in your hands, that we should give bread to 

your army” (8:6)? 

Gideon promised that upon his return, there would ensue severe 

discipline for the leaders of both cities.  Later, the leaders of 

Succoth were whipped with thorns.  Those of Penuel died when the 

tower they were hiding in was destroyed.  Scholars are divided 

over whether Gideon was exercising justice, or exacting vengeance 

from his opponents.  The deaths of the leaders of Penuel seems to 

point more in the direction of a personal vendetta by Gideon. 
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In the face of a serious team rupture, Gideon used a wise strategy: 
“A gentle answer turns away anger” (Proverbs 15:1).  He found a 
reason to praise his accusers and to even subordinate his 
contributions to theirs.  He helped these team members 
understand that they HAD achieved a huge WIN for the team.  As a 
result, they felt validated and their anger immediately subsided.  
Try that strategy next time you have a rupture on your team. 
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contributions to theirs.  He helped these team members 
understand that they HAD achieved a huge WIN for the team.  As a 
result, they felt validated and their anger immediately subsided.  
Try that strategy next time you have a rupture on your team. 



 

As the story concludes, we see that Gideon defeated the remaining 

15,000 warriors who were with Zebah and Zalmunnah.  He also 

executed these 2 enemy kings after pointing out to them that they 

had executed his own brothers (8:18-21)! 

This victory over Zebah and Zalmunnah, the two Midianite kings, 

along with their generals Oreb and Zeeb, became a major 

inspiration to later generations of Israelites who were facing 

formidable enemies.  In Psalm 83, the writer was crying out to God 

for help against a tyrannical enemy.  He refers back to two of the 

major battles in the book of Judges, including Gideon’s victories: 

Deal with them as with Midian, as with Sisera and Jabin at the 

torrent of Kishon, who were destroyed at En-dor, who became as 

dung for the ground.  Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb and 

all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, who said, “Let us 

possess for ourselves the pastures of God” (Psalm 83:9-12).  

Again, the Lord spoke through Isaiah the prophet about the 

overthrow of the Assyrians, who were severely oppressing Israel.  

He likens their deliverance to the overthrow of Midian by Gideon: 

“The Lord of hosts will arouse a scourge against him (Assyria’s 

king) like the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb; and His 

staff will be over the sea and He will lift it up the way He did in 

Egypt. So it will be in that day, that his burden will be removed 

from your shoulders and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke 

will be broken because of fatness” (Isaiah 10:26,27). 
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We all have our Succoths and Penuels – people who disagree with 
our direction, mission, or strategies.  The issue is: How do you deal 
with those who oppose you (or simply fail to show support)?  
Clearly, vengeance is the wrong approach.  Exercising vengeance 
is the Lord’s work, not ours (see Romans 12:17-21).  At the same 
time, there are appropriate disciplinary measures that should be 
used when people who are supposed to support you fail to do so, 
or even hinder the mission of the team.  The best approach is to 
allow your emotions over the situation to settle before doing 
anything.  Then, involve other ‘objective’ people in the process of 
deciding the WHAT, HOW and WHEN of any corrective steps.  This 
kind of approach can keep you from whipping your Succoths and 
killing your Penuels!  It will also help your wider team understand 
and have confidence in your approach to handling team ruptures. 
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Gideon refuses the request that he become king: 8:22-23 

One of the high points of Gideon’s story comes in the moment 

when he was asked to become Israel’s first king: 

Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, both you 

and your son, also your son’s son, for you have delivered us from 

the hand of Midian.” But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule 

over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over 

you” (8:22,23). 

Gideon wisely refused to be made king, and to have his sons 

continue in a dynastic kingship model (which was common among 

all the surrounding nations).  Israel was unique among the nations 

in that Yahweh was her only King. Gideon preserved the theocracy 

with these words: The Lord shall rule over you.  (Later, under 

Samuel, Israel will ask for a king “like all the other nations,” and 

God will comply with their request.) 
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Opportunity does not grant permission.  There will be many times 
in life when big opportunities are placed before you: a position, a 
promotion, a scholarship, a business offer, a prize, an honor.  But 
opportunity, in and of itself, does not grant you permission to seize 
that opportunity. Every opportunity must be viewed as an 
opportunity to seek God and ask for His will.  When you do this, 
you will find that God calls you to pass on some great 
opportunities, while accepting others.  When GOD sets before you 
an open door, you must walk through it.  When the world sets 
before you an open door, you must pause, and ask if it is just a 
good door, or a God door.  “Behold, I have put before you and open 
door which no one can shut” (Revelation 3:8).  Gideon stood 
before a seemingly good door (dynastic kingship), but he wisely 
passed, seeing that it was not a God-door. 

What great battles are you involved in today, that might become 
the legends that future generations recall?  I think that the 
churches involvement with the restoration of Detroit will be a story 
that will be retold for years to come.  This is a major “battle” that 
God has privileged the One Church of metro-Detroit to be a part of.  
To date, the Church has risen up, rolled up her sleeves, and gotten 
involved in very significant ways, with God-honoring results.  Let us 
continue to fight this battle with such passion and dependence 
upon God that it will someday become a major inspiration for 
others to trust God for big victories in the midst of big challenges!  
Gideon shouted: “For the Lord and for Gideon!”  Maybe our shout 
should be: “For the LORD . . . and for Detroit!” 
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Gideon makes an ephod: 8:24-27 

Gideon’s high moment (acknowledging that God was Israel’s one 

and only king) was immediately followed by his low moment.  He 

asked the people to honor him by giving him gold jewelry, which 

he then transformed into a sacred ephod.  It appears that although 

Gideon theoretically acknowledged God as King (i.e. “in charge”) 

he had a weak view of how God’s kingship actually played out in 

his own life and the life of the nation.  He overruled God here. 

Yet Gideon said to them, “I would request of you, that each of 

you give me an earring from his spoil.” (For they had gold 

earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) They said, “We will 

surely give them.” So they spread out a garment, and every one 

of them threw an earring there from his spoil. The weight of the 

gold earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of gold, besides 

the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple robes 

which were on the kings of Midian, and besides the neck bands 

that were on their camels’ necks. Gideon made it into an ephod, 

and placed it in his city, Ophrah, and all Israel played the harlot 

with it there, so that it became a snare to Gideon and his 

household” (8:24-27). 

Recall that the sacred ephod was part of the high priestly attire as 

directed by God (see Exodus 28:6-14).  This breastplate was highly 

ornamented with special stones.  It was often used as a means to 

discern God’s will in special situations.  The ephod was to be worn 

only by the designated high priest in any given generation (Exodus 

29:29).  Further, it was to be used only in the sacred Tabernacle of 

God, which in Gideon’s day was located at Shiloh. 

By making this ephod and placing it in his own hometown, Gideon 

seemed to be pulling the religious system of Israel toward himself.  

It is not clear whether he was pretending to be some kind of priest 

of God; whether he was intentionally opposing the sacred system 

of worship at Shiloh; or whether he was saying that he was the 

only one who truly could discern the will of God for the nation.  In 

any case, his action was in clear violation of God’s commands and 

ended up becoming a huge idolatry-snare for Gideon’s own family, 

as well as for the whole nation of Israel.  The people ended up 

worshipping this ephod in the shrine that Gideon set up for it!  He 

did not intend to introduce idolatry into Israel; yet, he did so by 

taking too much personal liberty in religious matters. 
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taking too much personal liberty in religious matters. 
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The epilogue to Gideon’s life: 8:28-35 

The immediate fruit of Gideon’s life was 40 years of rest for Israel.  

Free from the terrible Midianite oppression, they could emerge 

from their caves and rebuild their way of life without fear.   

Yet, the bulk of this epilogue gives ominous signs for the future.  

Gideon sinned by multiplying wives and having 70 sons (v.30).  

He had a concubine in a nearby city and a son by this woman 

(v.31).  That illegitimate son – Abimelech – will end up killing 69 

of Gideon’s 70 legitimate sons, and wreaking havoc on Gideon’s 

entire clan (ch.9)!  But worst of all is the note about the entire 

nation sinking once again into the cycle of sin: 

“Then it came about, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the sons 

of Israel again played the harlot with the Baals, and made Baal-

berith their god. Thus the sons of Israel did not remember the 

Lord their God, who had delivered them from the hands of all 

their enemies on every side; nor did they show kindness to the 

household of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in accord with all the 

good that he had done to Israel” (8:33-35). 

Israel quickly forgot the God who had “delivered them from the 

hands of all their enemies on every side” . . . and they forgot their 

national hero, Gideon, the man whom God used to usher in 40 

years of rest.  What a sad epilogue to the life of Gideon.  His own 

life was riddled with doubt.  And the nation he so valiantly led was 

plagued by an incessant and increasing desire to abandon their God 

in favor of the gods of the world around them.  Thus, the cycle of 

sin goes on, getting ever deeper with each new turn.  
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One man’s slight religious deviations can become the undoing of 
the generation that follows.  Gideon probably did not think that he 
was doing any harm in deviating from God’s instructions as to the 
religious life of Israel.  In fact, he probably thought he was doing 
everyone a big favor.  After all, they had just offered to make him 
their king.  Why should he not take steps of his own choosing to 
secure the spiritual future of the nation?  Yet, it was catastrophic 
for Israel and for Gideon’s own family in the long run.  God had 
already declared what was proper and improper in terms of His 
sacred worship system.  Be very careful about the spiritual legacy 
that you leave for your descendants.  Your slight deviations will 
become their major errors.  Stay close to God’s Word.  Do not 
deviate to the right or to the left.  Be careful to obey all that is 
written, so that it may go well with you, and with your children after 
you (Joshua 1:7,8). 
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