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The time period of the Judges has been characterized by the phrase, 
“Every man did what was right in his own eyes.” In chapters 13-16, we 
find one of the most intriguing figures of the time period. Samson is 
perhaps the most well known Judge found in the Judges narrative. Yet 
his life ends tragically at the hands of his enemies the Philistines. 
Despite this tragic ending, there are many important lessons found in 
these four chapters. Samson seems to stand as a symbol of the nation 
in his strength and possibility and also in his ruin and comparative 

failure. 

READ JUDGES 13 AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW: 

In verse one, we discover that the Israelites fell back into a pattern of 
rebellion against God. Do you ever find yourself falling into patterns of 
sinful behavior over and over again? If so, why do you think you fail to 
experience victory in those areas? What do you think is the key to 

experiencing victory over sin in your life? 

What was it about Manoah and his wife that God chose them to be the 
parents of Samson? What was it about their actions that would lead the 
reader to believe they were devout followers of God? Summarize the 
message of the angel to Manoah’s wife? How did the Lord God want 

Manoah and his wife to raise Samson? 

READ JUDGES 14 AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW: 

In verses one and two, what do we discover about the young man 
named Samson? What about Samson’s attitude leads you to believe 
that his leadership style would be reflective of the time period in which 

he lived?  

What in verse four leads you to believe that God raised up just a leader 
just like Samson to carry out His perfect plan for His people? What 
does this teach us about the different kinds of people that will use to 

carry out His perfect plan? 

READ CHAPTERS 15/16 AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS ON THE NEXT 
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Despite Samson’s exploits and sinful behavior, God would use Samson 
to defeat Israel’s oppressors. In chapter 16 verse 21, we see the result 
of Samson’s sin. He would be viscously attacked and lead away in 
shackles. What does this teach us concerning God and the seriousness 
of obedience and faithfulness to the one true God? What message did 
this convey to God’s people who lived in that day? What message does 

it hold for us today? 

Read again Samson’s prayer in verse 28 of chapter 16. What does this 
reveal to us about the condition of Samson’s attitude after his 
imprisonment? What changed? What lesson did this hold for God’s 

people of that day? What lesson does this hold for us today? 

Conclusion 

There is nothing perhaps in scripture at once more devastatingly tragic 
than the vision of Samson with his eyes put out, grinding in the prison 
of the Philistines. It is a picture and a parable needing no special 
acknowledgment to make it powerful. At last, out of the depths of his 
repentant heart, he cried out to God, and in his death struck the 
heaviest blow at the people from whose oppression he ought to have 
delivered his people. In a way, Samson’s life was representative of 
Israel’s past failures and need for God’s deliverance. The greater 
tragedy would be for us not to learn from this tragic story. God wants us 
to live in freedom from the bondage of sin and its heavy yoke. Because 
of what Christ has done for us, we have been rescued from the penalty 
of sin! We are being rescued from the power of sin! And one day we will 
be rescued from the presence of sin!  Therefore in view of this study, I 

urge you to “walk worthy of the calling you have received.” 
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