
GOD WITH US 

Part 4: The Life and Writings of Solomon 

Direction and Drift – Proverbs 

 

Message 8 – Wisdom and Folly: Work 

Proverbs 10-31 
 

Introduction 

The average person will spend roughly 1/3
rd
 of his/her life working 

in various settings.  Next to sleeping, this will be the biggest time-

consumer of our lives.  It is wise, therefore, to make the most of 

our work lives.  Proverbs has a lot to say about ways to work 

wisely and ways to work (or not work) foolishly.  Overall, the 

message is this: The quality of our lives will be directly related to 

our work habits.  Hard work reaps a great reward.  Poor work 

habits lead to many forms of trouble. 

1. Diligence vs Laziness 

The most repeated theme in Proverbs concerning work is the 

contrast between diligence and laziness.  An observation from 

everyday life highlights the tangible impact of laziness. 

“I walked by the field of a lazy person, the vineyard of one with 

no common sense. I saw that it was overgrown with nettles. It 

was covered with weeds, and its walls were broken down.  Then, 

as I looked and thought about it, I learned this lesson: A little 

extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to 

rest – then poverty will pounce on you like a bandit; scarcity will 

attack you like an armed robber” (24:30-34). 

There are many verses dealing with diligence and laziness.  Here 

are just a few: 

“Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth” 

(10:4). 

“Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in forced labor” 

12:24). 

“The lazy do not roast any game, but the diligent feed on the 

riches of the hunt” (12:27). 

“Despite their desires, the lazy will come to ruin, for their hands 

refuse to work” (21:25). 
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“As a door swings back and forth on its hinges, so the lazy 

person turns over in bed” (26:14). 

“A sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he will not even bring it 

back to his mouth” (19:24). 

From the natural world, the ant provides the prime example of hard 

work.  Lady Wisdom invites the lazy person to study the ant and 

then go follow this example. 

“Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their 

ways and become wise! Though they have no prince or governor 

or ruler to make them work, they labor hard all summer, 

gathering food for the winter.  But you, lazybones, how long will 

you sleep? When will you wake up?  A little extra sleep, a little 

more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest – then poverty 

will pounce on you like a bandit; scarcity will attack you like an 

armed robber” (6:6-11). 

From the human world, the prime example of the hard-working 

person is the woman of Proverbs 31.  Her home/family is her 

workplace, and there she excels.    

“She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. She is 

like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. She gets up 

while it is still night; she provides food for her family and 

portions for her female servants. She considers a field and buys 

it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. She sets about her 

work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. She sees that 

her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night” 

(31:13-18). 
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According to Proverbs, “work” is ANY form of labor in ANY 
situation: work in the home, in the field, in the city, in the school, 
and in the shop.  This is why the woman in the home ranks as the 
great example of hard work in Proverbs.  Her work is equally as 
important as the president of the company, or the principal of the 
school.  In Proverbs, the place of our work is not the main issue; 
rather, the manner of our work.  As the apostle Paul wrote: 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving” (Colossians 3:23,24).  Try to see your work (whatever 
and wherever it currently is) as your calling to glorify God and 
represent Him well in your sphere of influence. 
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2. Realistic vs Unrealistic 

Twice in Proverbs the contrast is made between those who choose 

to pursue common work and those who chase unrealistic fantasies. 

“Those who work their land will have abundant food, but those 

who pursue worthless things have no sense” (12:11). 

“Those who work their land will have abundant food, but those 

who pursue worthless things will have their fill of poverty” 

(28:19). 

The Hebrew word behind “worthless” could be translated: empty, 

vain, fantasy.  Sometimes we pursue things that have little chance 

of advancing our lives in any way.  These are “empty” pursuits. 

3. Good work vs Bad work 

Proverbs reminds us that good work leads to promotions and 

rewards from employers.  Bad work, on the other hand, leads to 

painful consequences for both the employer and employee. 

“Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will serve 

before kings; they will not serve before officials of low rank” 

(22:29). 

“Lazy people irritate their employers, like vinegar to the teeth or 

smoke in the eyes” (10:26). 

“One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys” 

(18:9). 

This reminds us of Jesus’ famous parable of the 3 stewards 

(Matthew 25:14-30).  Each steward (manager) was given a  
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Many people wish to pursue a form of work that engages their 
passion; not just a “practical” job that provides income (and leaves 
one feeling empty).  It is a good thing to pursue your passion; but 
this must be done in a wise manner.  As Kathy Caprino warns: 
“Wishful thinking just doesn’t cut it. You have to understand 
exactly what doing meaningful work in the way you want to will 
require of you, your family and your bank account – financially, 
emotionally, and behaviorally.  To make it work, you need a sound, 
well-developed strategic plan that covers all bases, and that’s 
been vetted by a few key advisors who really know their stuff about 
this type of transition and endeavor.”  Kathy Caprino, The Top 8 
Reasons You’re Going Broke Pursuing your Passion - Forbes, June 
7, 2014.  (The entire article is excellent!) 
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different allotment of money to manage for the master (5 bags of 

gold, 2 bags, 1 bag).  The issue was not how much each one had 

been given; rather, the issue was what each one did with what he 

had been given.  The first two stewards doubled the master’s 

money, while the last buried it in the ground and earned nothing.  

Upon his return, the master was infuriated with the 3
rd
 steward.  

His money was taken away and given to the 1
st
 steward.  The 

punch line of the parable comes at the end: “For whoever has will 

be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does 

not have, even what they have will be taken from them” 

(Matthew 25:29). 

4. Balance vs Burnout 

Proverbs warns against being driven to excess by our work, at the 

expense of other more important aspects of life. 

“Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure 

and turmoil with it.  Better is a dish of vegetables where love is 

than a fattened ox served with hatred” (15:16,17). 

“He who troubles his own house will inherit wind …” (11:29). 

“The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, without painful toil for 

it” (10:22). 
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There is a principle in Scripture: “He who is faithful in little will be 
faithful in much” (Luke 16:10).  This is why it is important to be a 
hard, faithful worker in the LITTLE, seemingly insignificant jobs you 
are given in life.  Josh McDowell, the famous Christian apologist, 
reminds us that his first job was cleaning toilets at the 
headquarters of CRU.  Who would have guessed that the young 
man cleaning bathrooms would go on to speak to more college 
students than anyone in history, and write many valuable books 
defending the Christian faith!  Bloom where you are planted.  You 
never know where your faithfulness will take you. 

It is wisdom to ask: How is my work impacting my relationships, my 
family and my ability to love well?  If family members and/or 
friends are suffering because of your work, you should do some 
serious evaluation, including them in the discussion.  You may be 
“making a living” but “failing to live” in the process.  No job is 
worth having if it is killing your relationships.  Evaluate things like: 
Time requirements, travel schedule, temptations stemming from 
the environment, ethical compromises required, and other issues 
that are impacting your wider life.  If your job is troubling your 
household, you will inherit the wind (i.e., gain nothing in the end).   
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5. Execution vs Excuses  

The wise worker forms a plan and then methodically executes 

according to that plan.  The fool, on the other hand, sits around 

procrastinating and making excuses. 

“The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to 

poverty” (21:5). 

“Put your outdoor work in order and get your fields ready; after 

that, build your house” (24:27). 

“Those too lazy to plow in the right season will have no food at 

the harvest” (20:4). 

“The lazy person claims, “There’s a lion out there! If I go 

outside, I might be killed” (22:13). 

“The lazy person claims, “There’s a lion on the road!  Yes, I’m 

sure there’s a lion out there” (26:13). 

Additional Insight: Work and Rest 

The Bible affirms that Sabbath-keeping is an important discipline 

in achieving a healthy balance between work and rest.  (The 

Hebrew word “Sabbath” means “rest.”)  The Sabbath 

commandment (Exodus 20:8-11) is the longest of all 10 

commandments.  God knew that our tendency would be to ignore 

things like rest, devotion, trust, relationships . . . and to just work 

longer and harder in order to try to get ahead.  This is why He 

commands us to set aside 24 hours each week to rest and refill our 

tanks physically, spiritually, emotionally and relationally.  By 

doing this, we are reflecting HIS pattern of working for 6 days are 

resting on the 7
th
 (Genesis 2:1-3).  Our best productivity at work 

comes when we observe the rhythm of work – rest, and when we 

reflect upon our dependence upon God during our day of rest.  

When do you take your Sabbath?   
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Thomas Edison said: “I never did anything worth doing by accident, 
nor did any of my inventions come by accident; they came by 
work.”  Do you have a PLAN for your work?  Whether it is 
reorganizing your home to make it more efficient, launching a new 
business, pursuing further education, or seeking a job change . . . 
it is important to have a clear plan, and then to execute on your 
plan. Don’t procrastinate and keep putting things off.  “Commit 
your works to the Lord and your plans will be established” 
(Proverbs 16:3).  Once you have a prayed-through, thought-
through plan, do the hard work and watch the fruit come. 
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