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Difficult Times (Icebreaker)Difficult Times (Icebreaker)Difficult Times (Icebreaker)Difficult Times (Icebreaker)    
If you have had times in which you chose to trust God even when 
things did not seem to make sense, please take turns sharing 
with your group.  How did you get through the difficult time?  
What were your conversations like with God?   
 

ReReReRe----framing the Question (Introduction)framing the Question (Introduction)framing the Question (Introduction)framing the Question (Introduction)    
Job wants an answer to these questions: “God why are you 
allowing this to happen to me?  Why do you torment me so?  Why 
haven’t you answered me?”  In chapter 38, God replies to Job.  
Job has been requesting a meeting with God and now he has 
one.  Instead of answering Job’s questions, God rebukes Job.  
Over the next few chapters God challenges Job by asking him 
more than 70 questions illustrating God’s sovereign greatness 
and Job’s subjective position to the Father.  In doing so, God 
answers all of  Job’s questions with the question:  “Do you not 
have enough faith to know that I am God and have reasons that 
you cannot possibly understand?” 
 

Read Job 38: 1Read Job 38: 1Read Job 38: 1Read Job 38: 1----18181818    
What is God’s main point in all of His questions?  How does it 
make you feel about God?  Do you feel that you give God the 
reverence he deserves? 
 

Read Job 40: 2, 8Read Job 40: 2, 8Read Job 40: 2, 8Read Job 40: 2, 8----14141414    
Do you think that we sometimes assume that we know as much 
as God?  When we cannot understand the ways of God, how does 
faith play a role?  How can we possibly completely know the 
purposes of God? 
 

Read Job 40:3Read Job 40:3Read Job 40:3Read Job 40:3----5 and 42: 15 and 42: 15 and 42: 15 and 42: 1----6666    
How do you feel about Job’s responses to God?  Would you have 
responded in similar fashion? 
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Read Job 42: 7Read Job 42: 7Read Job 42: 7Read Job 42: 7----9999    
Have you ever taken the opportunity to pray for your enemies?  
How do you feel about that? 
 

Read Job 42:10, 12Read Job 42:10, 12Read Job 42:10, 12Read Job 42:10, 12----17171717    
How do you feel about the restoration of Job after his suffering 
has ended?  Would you have felt differently if Job had not been 
restored?  Why? 
 

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion    
God’s purposes are far above us and our own understanding. 
Understandably, like Job, when we suffer deeply we often have 
questions (“God, why are you allowing this to happen?  Why are 
you not responding?”).  However, God is much more interested in 
our holiness than our happiness.  His ways are greater than our 
ways.  And while he reveals himself to some extent through His 
Word, there are many things about God that remain a mystery.  
Trusting God during difficult times allows us to grow in our faith 
and in our relationship with our Creator. 
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