
GOD WITH US 

Part 5: Soul Songs 

Job – Psalms  

Message 3 – God Speaks 

Job Chs. 38-42 

Introduction 

Job’s three friends provided only wrong answers to the question of 

his suffering. Job himself longed for a satisfying answer and began 

questioning the wisdom and justice of God.  The young man Elihu 

rebuked all three men and pointed them back to a God who never 

errs in His perfectly wise and just ways.  Finally, God spoke to Job 

in some audible way, out of the midst of a terrifying storm.  God 

did not answer Job’s question; rather, He challenged Job’s 

questioning spirit.  “The answer to Job’s problems was not an 

explanation about God, such as the three friends and Elihu had 

given, but a revelation of God” (Warren Wiersbe).  God did not 

offer a formula to explain suffering; rather, He presented Himself 

as the Person to be trusted in suffering. God asked Job 77 

rhetorical questions, most related to God’s wisdom and power in 

the created order.  The point of these questions was to help Job see 

that he was in no position to question God or demand an 

explanation for God’s ways with him.  Warren Wiersbe helps us 

understand God’s speech in three major sections: Can you explain 

My creation? (38:1-38) Can you oversee My creation? (38:39-

39:30) Can you subdue My creation?  (40:6-41:34) 

Can you explain My creation? 38:1-38 

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm.  He said: “Who is 

this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge? 

Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall 

answer me” (38:1-3). 

God first asked Job where he was when God exercised such 

wisdom and power to create the entire universe.  The effect of 

these questions was to ask: Why are you ‘advising’ Me now, if you 
did not need to ‘advise’ Me then? 

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?  Tell me, if 

you understand.  Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you  
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know!  Who stretched a measuring line across it?  On what were 

its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—while the morning 

stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? (38:4-7) 

Various aspects of God’s created order are highlighted: the seas, 

clouds, sunrise, ocean depths, stars, constellations, snow, hail, 

lightning, thunderstorms, and more.  The Master Architect asked 

Job if he knows how all these were made. 

“Surely you know, for you were already born! You have lived so 

many years (38:21)! 

“Do you know the laws of the heavens?  Can you set up God’s 

dominion over the earth” (38:33)? 

God was making the case: I exercised perfect wisdom and skill in 

creating everything.  Surely you can trust that this same wisdom 

and skill is at work in managing what is currently happening in 

your life.   

Can you oversee My creation? 38:39-39:30 

Next, the Lord brings before Job a list of animals that need 

constant care and provision.  The question is: Job, are you able to 

oversee the ongoing needs of such a vast and diverse animal 

kingdom?  The following is a condensed summary of God’s speech 

in which He lists a tiny fraction of the vast ‘family’ He must 

oversee every single moment of every single day: 

“Do you hunt the prey for the lioness and satisfy the hunger of 

the lions?   Who provides food for the raven when its young cry 

out to God and wander about for lack of food?  Do you know  
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When you consider hiring someone to build something for you, 
that person will first show you samples of their work on behalf of 
other clients.  In this way, you get a feel for what they will be able 
to build for you.  You are being given a ‘reference point’ from 
which you can trust the builder for your own project.  Similarly, God 
was showing Job some samples of His work, giving Job a reference 
point from which he might strengthen his own trust in God, in the 
matters currently engulfing him.  Are YOU able to survey God’s 
works in other spheres (creation, the lives of others you know, the 
lives of biblical characters) and find a reference point that 
strengthens your own faith (trust) in God, in matters pertaining to 
your life?  Have YOU considered the samples of God’s works that 
He is constantly displaying for us all to see? 
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when the mountain goats give birth? Do you watch when the doe 

bears her fawn?  Who let the wild donkey go free? Will the wild 

ox consent to serve you? Will it stay by your manger at night? 

The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, though they cannot 

compare with the wings and feathers of the stork. Do you give the 

horse its strength or clothe its neck with a flowing mane? Does 

the hawk take flight by your wisdom and spread its wings toward 

the south? Does the eagle soar at your command and build its 

nest on high? 

Can you subdue My creation? 40:6-41:34 

In the final section of God’s speech, He focuses on just 2 creatures: 

Behemoth and Leviathan.  Scholars are generally agreed that these 

are the Hippopotamus and the Alligator.  God invites Job to try and 

tame either of these mighty specimens. 

Can Job capture the hippo and put a ring through its nose, leading 

it along like some tame house pet? 

“Look at Behemoth, which I made along with you, and which 

feeds on grass like an ox.  What strength it has in its loins, what 

power in the muscles of its belly!  Its tail sways like a cedar; the  
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It is one thing to create something (a family, a business, a home), 
but it is another thing to maintain and develop what you have 
created.  Think about something that you daily oversee and care 
for.  What would happen IF you stopped caring and stopped 
overseeing?  Do you ever marvel at how God keeps the entire 
universe running?  How HE sustains all things moment by 
moment?  I sometimes sit and look at the mini-universe in my 
backyard.  Every day it just keeps working!  The hawks keep 
soaring.  The crows keep crowing.  The trees keep growing.  The 
pine squirrels keep digging holes in my house.  The rain comes, 
then the sun . . . and things spring to life after a long, cold winter.  
The Canadian geese return.  And recently a giant flock of wild 
turkeys paraded like soldiers across the yard!  GOD manages ALL 
of this.  Hmmmm . . . I guess this means He can manage my 
affairs also.  I guess it means that He knows what I need, when I 
need it.  That was precisely Jesus’ point in the Sermon on the 
Mount when He told His followers to abandon anxiety: “See how 
the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one 
of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? (Matthew 6:28-30). 
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sinews of its thighs are close-knit.  Its bones are tubes of bronze, 

its limbs like rods of iron.  It ranks first among the works of God. 

Can anyone capture it by the eyes, or trap it and pierce its nose?” 

Can Job fish for the alligator, bring it home and reduce it to the 

level of a pet bird? 

Can you pull in Leviathan with a fishhook or tie down its tongue 

with a rope? Can you put a cord through its nose or pierce its jaw 

with a hook? Will it keep begging you for mercy? Will it speak to 

you with gentle words? Will it make an agreement with you for 

you to take it as your slave for life? Can you make a pet of it like 

a bird or put it on a leash for the young women in your house? 

In either case, Job would not survive long trying to bring these 

mighty beasts under his control. How, then, can Job argue with 

God Almighty who made these mighty beasts? 

Job repents of his arguments: 42:1-6 

Job had challenged God to give an explanation as to why He had 

‘unfairly’ caused his misery.  From God’s vantage point that really 

wasn’t the important issue.  God never gave Job an answer as to 

the reason for his immense and prolonged suffering.  God just gave 

Job a revelation of His own character (wisdom, power, skill) as 

evidenced in the created order.  This was enough to silence Job’s 

arguments with God, causing him to admit that he had no clue. 

Then Job replied to the LORD: “I know that you can do all 

things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. You asked, ‘Who is 

this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ Surely, I spoke  
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In what ways do you wrestle with God, seeking to ‘bring Him under 
your control?’  Look around creation.  What aspects of creation are 
too big for you to control?  (I would never want to tackle Mt. 
Everest, or swim with sharks, or meet a bear in the woods.  I once 
got intimidated by a mad duck that attacked me for messing with 
her family that was swimming in a pool I was attempting to clean 
for a friend!  I STILL have a healthy ‘fear’ of ducks!)  What aspects 
of creation intimidate you?  Is it possible for you to transfer your 
‘fear’ of God’s created order to God Himself Who made all these 
things?  Can you see the folly of ‘wrestling with God’ over His ways 
when you can’t even wrestle with a bear, or a shark . . . or a 
duck?!?  If you can let the bear strike fear into you, can’t you let 
God strike into you some healthy reverence toward Himself and 
His ways in your life? 
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of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to 

know.  You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question 

you, and you shall answer me.’ My ears had heard of you but 

now my eyes have seen you. Therefore, I despise myself and 

repent in dust and ashes” (42:1-7). 

Job realized that he had only a very limited view of God: ‘my ears 

had only heard of you.’  But through his suffering, personal 

experience and God’s questions, Job gained insight into God’s 

character that he never could have known otherwise: ‘now my eyes 

have seen you.’   

In the end, God did not answer Job’s question.  He answered Job’s 

questioning.  And the answer was this: IF you TRULY BELIEVE 

that I AM GOD, then WHY are you ASKING ME WHY? 

In other words, questioning God calls into question the very nature 

of God (His wisdom, skill, power, justice, goodness, etc.).  When 

we question the character of God we unwittingly question the very 

idea of “God.”   

Epilogue: Job’s restoration: 42:7-17 

Not all suffering ends on a positive note; but Job’s did.  First, he 

was honored by God in that he was made the intercessor for his 

three friends.  They had to offer sacrifices for their sins and Job 

was their “mediator.”  Their sacrifices were accepted because of 

Job’s prayers.  Second, his family and fortunes were restored.  In 

fact, he was blessed with double the possessions he had before his 

suffering.  He also was granted beautiful children to enjoy, in place 

of those he lost at the beginning.  Finally, he was granted a long 

and happy life.   

“After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his 

children and their children to the fourth generation. And so Job 

died, an old man and full of years” (42:16). 

The story never indicates that Job was told the reason behind his 

suffering.  It likely remained a mystery to him for the rest of his 

life.   

Key takeaways from the story of Job 

1. Mystery.  Life is a mystery, and the ways of God are most often 

mysterious.  Nothing is 100% predictable.  Jesus promised that 

while we live in this world we will have trials (John 16:33).  We  

4/2/17                                                                                           592 

of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to 

know.  You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question 

you, and you shall answer me.’ My ears had heard of you but 

now my eyes have seen you. Therefore, I despise myself and 

repent in dust and ashes” (42:1-7). 

Job realized that he had only a very limited view of God: ‘my ears 

had only heard of you.’  But through his suffering, personal 

experience and God’s questions, Job gained insight into God’s 

character that he never could have known otherwise: ‘now my eyes 

have seen you.’   

In the end, God did not answer Job’s question.  He answered Job’s 

questioning.  And the answer was this: IF you TRULY BELIEVE 

that I AM GOD, then WHY are you ASKING ME WHY? 

In other words, questioning God calls into question the very nature 

of God (His wisdom, skill, power, justice, goodness, etc.).  When 

we question the character of God we unwittingly question the very 

idea of “God.”   

Epilogue: Job’s restoration: 42:7-17 

Not all suffering ends on a positive note; but Job’s did.  First, he 

was honored by God in that he was made the intercessor for his 

three friends.  They had to offer sacrifices for their sins and Job 

was their “mediator.”  Their sacrifices were accepted because of 

Job’s prayers.  Second, his family and fortunes were restored.  In 

fact, he was blessed with double the possessions he had before his 

suffering.  He also was granted beautiful children to enjoy, in place 

of those he lost at the beginning.  Finally, he was granted a long 

and happy life.   

“After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his 

children and their children to the fourth generation. And so Job 

died, an old man and full of years” (42:16). 

The story never indicates that Job was told the reason behind his 

suffering.  It likely remained a mystery to him for the rest of his 

life.   

Key takeaways from the story of Job 

1. Mystery.  Life is a mystery, and the ways of God are most often 

mysterious.  Nothing is 100% predictable.  Jesus promised that 

while we live in this world we will have trials (John 16:33).  We  

4/2/17                                                                                           592 

 



must learn to abandon formulas and equations that attempt to 

neatly explain everything, living instead by faith in the mystery of 

God.   

2. Faith.  Pain and suffering take on new meaning when we walk 

in it with steadfast faith.  If we have placed our faith in Christ and 

accepted Him as our Savior, He dwells within us.  God, our 

suffering Savior and Shepherd, will lead us through the maze of 

pain, loss, fear and change.  We do not walk alone.  His Spirit will 

empower uf from within to suffer according to His will.  No one 

can snatch us out of His hand (John 10:28,29).  While we may not 

understand His ways, we can trust His character in the midst of 

the suffering.  This is the essence of faith: trusting God’s heart 

when we cannot understand His methods. 

3. Sympathy.  Unlike Job’s friends, we can be sympathetic 

comforters who sit in the pain and “weep with those who weep” 

(Romans 12:15).  We don’t need to give easy answers but instead 

sit in the mystery of what God is revealing about Himself to your 

friend (and you).  Above all, if we ourselves have suffered, we will 

be able to offer special comfort (2Corinthians 1:3-4). 

4. Maturity.  Ultimately, suffering is one of the tools God uses to 

refine and mature us, while revealing more of Himself to us and to 

those around us.  Through suffering we can come to know and 

experience the boundless love of God, IF we choose to rest in His 

goodness and trust His love.  He makes NO mistakes.  He is 

sovereign, almighty and all-wise in all of His ways. 

Addendum #1: Our Suffering God 

Whatever questions we may have about the justice of God in 

allowing suffering in our world, we know this: Our God enters into 

all of our suffering, rather than remaining detached from it.  

Throughout the entire Old Testament, God suffered rejection, 

abandonment and unfaithfulness at the hands of human beings 

whom He sought relationship with.  Ultimately, God came into our 

broken world in the person of Jesus, embracing suffering head-on.  

Job never could have forseen that God was a Trinitarian God in 

three persons.  He did not know that God the Son would become a 

mediator and redeemer, “putting His hand on God and man” as Job 

longed for.  He did not know that God the Son would become one 

of us to enter our broken world and experience our suffering, and 

ultimately the worst suffering of scourging and crucifixion.  This  
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was one case of suffering where God did answer the WHY 

question: Jesus suffered to bring us forgiveness of sins and to take 

us back to the Holy, Almighty God; to set us free from sin and 

death.  “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for 

the unrighteous, to bring you to God” (1Peter 3:18).  Thus, when 

we suffer, we can always gaze at the cross and say: God suffered 

too.  He KNOWS what this is like. 

Addendum #2: How the N.T. answers Job’s longings. 

Job lived way back prior to the time of Abraham (Genesis 12).  

There were so many aspects of God’s plan of salvation that had not 

yet been revealed.  It is instructive to see the many ways that Job’s 

questions and longings were eventually answered in the person and 

work of Jesus Christ.  Compare the following verses from Job with 

the accompanying New Testament verses: 

“If only there were someone to mediate between us, someone to 

bring us together” (Job 9:33). 

“For there is one God and one mediator between God and 

mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for 

all people” (1Timothy 2:5,6). 

“If someone dies, will they live again? All the days of my hard 

service I will wait for my renewal to come” (Job 14:14). 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 

believes in me will live, even though they die” (John 11:25). 

“Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high” 

(Job 16:19). 

“For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that 

was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to 

appear for us in God’s presence” (Hebrews 9:24). 

“I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand 

on the earth” (Job 19:25). 

“Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he 

will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to 

those who are waiting for him” (Hebrews 9:28). 

“If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his 

dwelling” (Job 23:3). 

“You know the way to the place where I am going . . . I am the way  
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and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.”  Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will 

be enough for us.”  Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, 

even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who 

has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’”? (John 14:4-6;8-9). 

“Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now my defense – let 

the Almighty answer me; let my accuser put his indictment in 

writing” (Job 31:35). 

“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his 

counselor?  Who has ever given to God, that God should repay 

them? For from him and through him and for him are all things. 

To him be the glory forever! Amen. (Romans 11:34-36). 

“I am unworthy – how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my 

mouth” (Job 40:4). 

“What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body 

that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me 

through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24,25). 

Addendum #3: Job as a type of Christ 

There are numerous ‘types’ (prefigures) of Christ in the Old 

Testament.  Job is an important and often overlooked one.  

Following are ways that Job prefigured Christ: 

Job was righteous before God. 

- Jesus was the sinless Son of God. 

Job was a servant to his people. 

- Jesus came to serve, not to be served. 

Job was tempted 2 times by the devil. 

- Jesus was tempted 3 times by the devil. 

Job was falsely accused of being a sinner. 

- Jesus was falsely accused of being a sinner. 

Job lost everything. 

- Jesus gave up everything, leaving heaven’s glory. 

Job was disfigured with boils and barely recognizable. 

- Jesus’ appearance was marred more than any man. 

Job suffered greatly. 

- Jesus suffered for the sins of the world. 

Job’s closest companion (wife) urged him to give up. 

- Jesus companion (Peter) urged him to avoid the cross. 
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Job was mocked and despised. 

- Jesus was mocked and despised. 

Job was rejected by his friends and family. 

- Jesus was rejected by all. 

Job sat on an ash heap outside the city. 

- Jesus suffered on a hill outside the city. 

Job was declared to be the mediator for his friends. 

- Jesus was declared to be the mediator for all mankind. 

Job received back his riches along with much more. 

- Jesus received back his heavenly glory and “riches.” 

Job was given many new children. 

- Jesus has been given many spiritual children. 

 

Note: One of the big differences between Job and Christ was that 

Job complained about his suffering and tried to justify himself.  

Christ, on the other hand, remained silent when He was accused.  

He chose the path of suffering “without opening His mouth” 

(1Peter 2:21-24).  He kept entrusting Himself to His heavenly 

Father in the midst of His suffering.  Peter wrote the followers of 

Christ throughout the Roman Empire and exhorted them to suffer 

well, knowing that in eternity they would be rejoicing to the same 

degree and share in a greater joy (1Peter 4:12,13). 
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