
GOD WITH US 

Part 6: Israel’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Ridiculous Love 

Kings & Prophets thru 722 B.C. 

Message 3 – The Wicked Power Couple  

Ahab and Jezebel (and God’s amazing grace)   

1Kings 16:29-34; chs.17-21; 22:1-40; 2Chronicles 18 

Introduction 

While the Southern Kingdom (Judah) had both good and evil 

kings, the Northern Kingdom (Israel) had only evil kings.  After 

the first king, Jeroboam, there was a string of evil kings that 

receive only minor attention in the narrative: Nadab, Baasha, Elah, 

Zimri and Omri (1Kings 15:25 – 1Kings 16:28).  “But Omri did 

evil in the eyes of the Lord and sinned more than all those before 

him” (16:25). Then we come to his son Ahab, whose wife was 

Jezebel. Only this queen is highlighted throughout the reign of her 

husband because of her extreme evil impact on her husband and, 

thus, upon Israel.  Abraham Lincoln said: If you want to test 

someone’s character, give them power.  Ahab and Jezebel’s use of 

power showed them to be the most wicked power-couple of all the 

kings and queens in Israel’s long history. Jezebel was so wicked 

that her name became a synonym for evil (see Revelation 2:20)! 

Summary of Ahab’s reign: 1Kings 16:29-34 

“Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more 

than all who were before him.  It came about, as though it had 

been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the 

son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal 

king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped 

him.  So he erected an altar for Baal in the temple  of Baal which 

he built in Samaria.  Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab 

did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the 

kings of Israel who were before him” (16:30-33). 

In this introductory summary of Ahab’s reign, our attention is 

immediately drawn to his sinful decision to marry Jezebel.  This is 

a signal to the reader that her role as queen will be significant in 

the upcoming narrative.  Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, 

meaning ‘man of Baal,’ the king of Sidon (north of Israel) and the 

priest of Baal. She was a religious fanatic Baal-worshipper who 

hated Yahweh and any religious prophet or leader who proclaimed  

10/29/17                                                                                       650 

GOD WITH US 

Part 6: Israel’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Ridiculous Love 

Kings & Prophets thru 722 B.C. 

Message 3 – The Wicked Power Couple  

Ahab and Jezebel (and God’s amazing grace)   

1Kings 16:29-34; chs.17-21; 22:1-40; 2Chronicles 18 

Introduction 

While the Southern Kingdom (Judah) had both good and evil 

kings, the Northern Kingdom (Israel) had only evil kings.  After 

the first king, Jeroboam, there was a string of evil kings that 

receive only minor attention in the narrative: Nadab, Baasha, Elah, 

Zimri and Omri (1Kings 15:25 – 1Kings 16:28).  “But Omri did 

evil in the eyes of the Lord and sinned more than all those before 

him” (16:25). Then we come to his son Ahab, whose wife was 

Jezebel. Only this queen is highlighted throughout the reign of her 

husband because of her extreme evil impact on her husband and, 

thus, upon Israel.  Abraham Lincoln said: If you want to test 

someone’s character, give them power.  Ahab and Jezebel’s use of 

power showed them to be the most wicked power-couple of all the 

kings and queens in Israel’s long history. Jezebel was so wicked 

that her name became a synonym for evil (see Revelation 2:20)! 

Summary of Ahab’s reign: 1Kings 16:29-34 

“Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more 

than all who were before him.  It came about, as though it had 

been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the 

son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal 

king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped 

him.  So he erected an altar for Baal in the temple  of Baal which 

he built in Samaria.  Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab 

did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the 

kings of Israel who were before him” (16:30-33). 

In this introductory summary of Ahab’s reign, our attention is 

immediately drawn to his sinful decision to marry Jezebel.  This is 

a signal to the reader that her role as queen will be significant in 

the upcoming narrative.  Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, 

meaning ‘man of Baal,’ the king of Sidon (north of Israel) and the 

priest of Baal. She was a religious fanatic Baal-worshipper who 

hated Yahweh and any religious prophet or leader who proclaimed  

10/29/17                                                                                       650 



Him. She resolutely campaigned to institute Baal worship 

throughout Israel, affirming the crude practice of child-sacrifices, 

and to destroy hundreds of the Lord’s prophets and other 

committed followers of Yahweh.  She fed 450 prophets of Baal 

and 400 prophets of Asherah daily at her royal table (1Kings 

18:19), proving her extreme dedication to institute Baal worship 

throughout Israel. 

Elijah announces a 3-1/2 year drought: 1Kings 17 

Elijah the prophet was the major prophet in the period of Ahab and 

Jezebel.  (Our next message will focus on Elijah, so we will only 

touch briefly on his activities here.) Baal worshippers believed 

Baal had the power to bring rain upon the earth, resulting in 

productive harvests.  Elijah came in the name of Yahweh and 

announced to Ahab that there would be no rain for 3-1/2 years.  

Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to 

Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before whom I 

stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, 

except by my word” (17:1,2).  

The main issue in the Ahab/Jezebel narrative is already surfacing: 

Who is REALLY God?  Is it Baal (as Jezebel insists), or is it 

Yahweh (as Elijah insists)? Which God should Israel serve? 

Elijah sent to meet Ahab: 1Kings 18:1,2 

Now it happened after many days that the word of the LORD 

came to Elijah in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself to 

Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of the earth.” So Elijah 

went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in 

Samaria (18:1,2).  

The 3-1/2 year drought had a devastating impact on the northern 

kingdom.  During these years, Ahab sought to arrest Elijah (“the 

troubler of Israel”), believing that the lack of rain was Elijah’s 

fault. God was intimately involved in Elijah’s hiding places which 

prevented Ahab from finding him.  Now the two would meet. 
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Identity and CourageIdentity and CourageIdentity and CourageIdentity and Courage----    Elijah announced that the God of ISRAEL 
was alive and well, and he declared that he was standing before 
HIM.  The more we learn about our identity ‘in Christ’ in our day, 
the more we will have eyes to see our invisible God standing with 
us when we need courage to say things that we know will invoke a 
reaction that could be retaliatory.      
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Elijah meets Obadiah, Ahab’s chief of staff: 18:3-16 

Before Elijah met Ahab, he met Obadiah, the man in charge of 

Ahab’s entire household and palace, ‘his chief of staff’.  Obadiah 

was a devout believer and secret worshipper of Yahweh.  His 

reverence for God was shown by his courage in hiding God’s 

prophets from Jezebel’s executioners. 

“Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly; for when Jezebel 

destroyed the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred 

prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave, and provided them 

with bread and water” (18:3,4). 

When Obadiah met Elijah, his response tells us that his great faith 

and courage (in hiding God’s prophets from Jezebel) was mingled 

with some legitimate fears. 

“What have I done wrong, that you are handing me over to Ahab 

to be put to death?  As surely as the Lord your God lives, there is 

not a nation or kingdom where my master has not sent someone 

to look for you . . . I have worshiped the LORD since my youth.  

If I go and tell Ahab and he doesn’t find you, he will kill me!” 

(18:10,12,14). 

Elijah assured Obadiah that he would meet with Ahab, so Obadiah 

arranged for the meeting. 

Contest with the Baal prophets: 18:18-40 

The meeting between Ahab and Elijah was brief and to the point.   
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Obadiah is a person we can relate to with real fears and yet a 
real faith.  He mentioned his terror of being killed by Ahab 3 
times in his discussion with Elijah.  He is an inspiring example of 
the tension we live in between fear and faith, especially around 
people who think they can intimidate us and control our destiny.  
Obadiah had been a devout believer in Yahweh since his youth.  
As a skilled administrator, God placed him in a strategic position 
at a crucial time in history.  Obadiah honored his God above his 
fears and used his place of authority in the palace to secretly 
take food and feed the 100 prophets he had hidden, at the risk 
of his own life.  Obadiah inspires us to devote ourselves to both 
growing in our relationship with God, but also in our skills to be 
used for God’s glory. If we are willing to daily walk by faith and 
courage in our places of influence, we can be used for God’s 
purposes.  Ask God to push through your fears! 
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Ahab called Elijah “the troubler of Israel.”  Elijah responded that 

it was Ahab who was bringing trouble on Israel because he had 

forsaken Yahweh and followed Baal.  Elijah proposed a showdown 

between Baal and Yahweh.  Ahab agreed and called for the 450 

Baal prophets to gather at Mt. Carmel. On the appointed day, 

Elijah boldly proclaimed the point of the contest to all Israel:  

Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you 

hesitate between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; 

but if Baal, follow him.” But the people did not answer him a 

word (18:21). 

Jezebel chose not to attend the contest between her prophets and 

Elijah.  Perhaps she was confused and angry that her own prophets 

were not able to convince Baal to send rain to water the land for 

over 3 years.  In fact, there was the severe drought had impacted 

her own country of Sidon as well. Baal could not bring rain in 

Sidon either!  YAHWEH was completely in charge of the rain, and 

only when He commanded, would the skies open up again.  

Baal and his prophets were thoroughly defeated before Yahweh 

and His lone prophet. (More on this contest in the next lesson.)  

When the people saw Baal’s powerlessness in contrast to 

Yahweh’s great power, they quickly came over to Elijah’s side. 

When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, 

“The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God.” Then Elijah said 

to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them 

escape.” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down 

to the brook Kishon, and slew them there (18:39-40). 
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At the event of the incredible miracle, the people who went to 
watch certainly claimed that Elijah’s God was the true God.  But an 
intellectual assent does not necessarily mean a true conversion of 
the heart.  There is no indication that this show of God’s power 
really caused people to repent and change their beliefs and 
worship Yahweh.   Had they genuinely turned from their idols to 
the living God, they could have stood against Ahab and Jezebel in 
a united community and God would have assuredly shown up to 
support them.  How firm is your faith?  Is it only an intellectual 
assent because you have seen God at work in others?  Or have 
you personally and fully embraced Him and received His Son (John 
1:12), and are turning from false beliefs you have previously had?   
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Elijah announces the end of the drought: 18:41-46 

After Yahweh’s victory over Baal, Elijah announced to Ahab that 

the rain would now fall again on Israel.  In fact, the rain would fall 

so heavily that Ahab should make hast to ride in his chariot back 

home, otherwise the deluge from heaven would stop him! 

Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah: 19:1-3 

When Ahab arrived home, he had to report to his wife that all of 

her Baal prophets had been defeated and then killed!  This enraged 

Jezebel and caused her to put a death sentence upon Elijah. 

Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had 

killed all the prophets with the sword.  Then Jezebel sent a 

messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and even 

more, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by 

tomorrow about this time.”   Elijah was afraid and arose and ran 

for his life (19:1-3).  

While Elijah had been faithful and fearless to this point, Jezebel’s 

threat struck terror in him.  He fled for his life, believing she surely 

would follow through.  God met Elijah during his flight from 

Jezebel, strengthening and encouraging him.  (More on this section 

of Elijah’s life in the next lesson.) 

Ahab’s victory over the Syrians: 20:1-43 

Although Ahab was an evil king, there are signs of God’s great 

grace and mercy toward him.  1Kings 20 is devoted to the story of 

Ahab’s opportunity to experience his own miracle with God.  

Twice an unnamed prophet was sent to Ahab to bring God’s word 

to him assuring victory over Benhadad, king of Syria and his 

massive army.   

Now behold, a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel and said, 

“Thus says the LORD, ‘Have you seen all this vast army? 

Behold, I will deliver them into your hand today, and you shall 

know that I am the LORD’” (20:13).   

But God was after something more. As with each of us God wants 

to partner with us in our battles. Also, He wanted to give Ahab the 

opportunity to man-up and step out in faith, and THEN God would 

move to strongly support him. God wants to see us take the 1st 

step.   

“‘But who will do this?’ asked Ahab… ‘Who will start the 

battle?’ he asked. The prophet answered, ‘You will’” (20:14).  
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Sure enough, Ahab defeated Benhadad soundly.  Then Benhadad 

regrouped and attacked again, hoping that Israel’s God was only 

powerful in the mountains, not in the plains. The prophet of God 

appeared again and promised Ahab another victory. 

Then a man of God came near and spoke to the king of Israel 

and said, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Because the Arameans have 

said, “The LORD is a god of the mountains, but He is not a god 

of the valleys,” therefore I will give all this vast army into your 

hand, and you shall know that I am the LORD’” (20:28).  

Ahab was granted a second decisive victory over Benhadad, even 

though the battle was fought in the lowlands instead of the 

mountains. 

Finally, the prophet of God appeared a third time to announce a 

judgment upon Ahab.  This was because Ahab spared the life of 

Benhadad after capturing him when it had been God’s purpose to 

destroy the evil Syrian king for his wickedness. 

He said to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Because you have let go 

out of your hand the man whom I had determined should die, 

therefore your life shall go for his life, and your people for his 

people.’” So the king of Israel went to his house sullen and 

vexed, and came to Samaria (20:42,43). 

The narrative seems to imply that Ahab knew (through the 

prophet’s word) that it was God’s will for Benhadad to be 

destroyed.  Thus, Ahab’s display of leniency toward Benhadad was 

an act of disobedience contrary to God’s revealed will.   

Jezebel plots to steal Naboth’s vineyard: 21:1-24 

While Jezebel brought about great evil in her lifetime, it was her 

plot to kill the righteous man Naboth and to steal his vineyard that 

is highlighted.  Ahab wanted to expand his palace, but he needed  
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In this chapter of Ahab’s life we see both the mercy and the justice 
of God on display.  We see God’s mercy in His repeated willingness 
to speak to Ahab through His unnamed prophet, to give Ahab a 
chance to act in faith, and to grant victory to Ahab in keeping with 
Ahab’s obedience to God’s commands.  At the same time, we see 
the justice of God at work when Ahab went his own way, turning 
aside from God’s will.  How has God been merciful and also just at 
different times in your life?  As a child of God, He is committed to 
us in loving us with mercy, and with discipline.   

In this chapter of Ahab’s life we see both the mercy and the justice 
of God on display.  We see God’s mercy in His repeated willingness 
to speak to Ahab through His unnamed prophet, to give Ahab a 
chance to act in faith, and to grant victory to Ahab in keeping with 
Ahab’s obedience to God’s commands.  At the same time, we see 
the justice of God at work when Ahab went his own way, turning 
aside from God’s will.  How has God been merciful and also just at 
different times in your life?  As a child of God, He is committed to 
us in loving us with mercy, and with discipline.   



additional property to do so. Naboth’s field was right next door. 

Ahab offered Naboth land or money; but Naboth refused since this 

plot of land was his God-given inheritance.  (In Israel, you were 

not allowed to give away your God-given land inheritance.)  

So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the 

Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my 

ancestors.” He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat. His wife 

Jezebel came in and asked him, “Why are you so sullen? Why 

won’t you eat?” He answered her, “Because I said to Naboth the 

Jezreelite, ‘Sell me your vineyard; or if you prefer, I will give you 

another vineyard in its place.’ But he said, ‘I will not give you my 

vineyard.’”  Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as king 

over Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. I’ll get you the 

vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite” (1Kgs.21:4-7 NIV). 

Jezebel arranged for false witnesses to accuse Naboth of “cursing 

God and the king” before the elders of the city.  They took Naboth 

out and stoned him to death, after which Jezebel took possession of 

his vineyard and gave it to her husband, Ahab.  Yet, this act of 

wickedness did not escape the Lord’s notice.  Elijah the prophet of 

God showed up in Naboth’s vineyard with a final pronouncement 

of judgement upon Ahab and Jezebel: 

Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” And 

he answered, “I have found you, because you have sold yourself 

to do evil in the sight of the LORD.  Behold, I will bring evil upon 

you, and will utterly sweep you away, and will cut off from Ahab 

every male, both bond and free in Israel . . . because of the 

provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and 

because you have made Israel sin.   Of Jezebel also has the LORD 

spoken, saying, ‘The dogs will eat Jezebel in the district of 

Jezreel.’  The one belonging to Ahab, who dies in the city, the 

dogs will eat, and the one who dies in the field the birds of 

heaven will eat” (21:20-24).  
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Naboth was innocent, following God’s law regarding his family’s 
land inheritance (Lev. 25:23).  Often we suffer at the hands of self-
centered willful people.  Jesus  suffered crucifixion for speaking 
and acting uprightly. When you suffer for your right behavior, 
remember that God has suffered rejection and abandonment 
throughout human history.  He does not waste suffering, and He 
will reward those who suffer well.  He even suffers with us, and 
comforts us.   
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Summary of Ahab’s evil: 21:25,26 

The closing summary of Ahab’s reign, like the opening one 

(16:29-34), highlights the impact Jezebel had on his life. 

“Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do evil in 

the sight of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife incited him. He 

acted very abominably in following idols, according to all that the 

Amorites had done, whom the LORD cast out before the sons of 

Israel” (21:5,2). 

Ahab humbles himself before God: 21:27-29 

Having read the story of Ahab and seen how he allowed his wife to 

execute such violence against God’s chosen servants, it is beyond 

amazing to see the mercy of God being extended toward Ahab: 

It came about when Ahab heard these words, that he tore his 

clothes and put on sackcloth and fasted, and he lay in sackcloth 

and went about meekly.  Then the word of the LORD came to 

Elijah the Tishbite, saying,  “Do you see how Ahab has humbled 

himself before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, 

I will not bring the evil in his days, but I will bring the evil upon 

his house in his son’s days” (21:27-29). 

Ahab’s death in battle with the Syrians: 22:1-40 

Ahab allied himself with the good king Jehoshaphat, from the  
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Why was Ahab easily powered-over by Jezebel?  Why was he 
moody and angry?  The Bible does not answer these questions, 
but we can speculate.  Perhaps there were family-of-origin issues 
for both husband and wife.   We learned that Ahab’s father Omri, 
‘was more evil than all the kings before him’.  Was Omri a power-
over father? Was Ahab intimidated and kept from reaching mature 
manhood? Did Jezebel get whatever she wanted growing up as a 
princess? Whatever the family dynamics, Ahab allowed Jezebel to 
rule him and his nation.  How are you relating in your marriage?  
Ask God to reveal what He sees in the dynamics of your 
relationship and choose to grow and mature.   

GRACE = God giving us what we DON’T deserve. MERCY = God 
with-holding from us what we DO deserve.  Part 6 continually 
highlights “Israel’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Ridiculous Love.” 
Who is this amazing God?  He longs to be gracious and merciful to 
us.  Keep musing about these people in Scripture, and how God 
kept reaching toward them, and pray that you will grow more to 
know and love this God who LOVES YOU.  
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Southern Kingdom of Judah, to make war against the Syrians.  

Jehoshaphat asked to consult a prophet concerning the potential 

outcome of the battle; but Ahab produced only false prophets.  

When Jehoshaphat demanded “a prophet of Yahweh,” Ahab 

responded with indignation: 

The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet one man by 

whom we may inquire of the LORD, but I hate him, because he 

does not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. He is Micaiah 

son of Imlah” (21:8).  

Jehoshaphat insisted and Micaiah was brought forward.  As Ahab 

feared, Micaiah prophesied a defeat for the Ahab-Jehoshaphat 

coalition, the exact opposite of what Ahab’s other prophets had 

predicted.  When Ahab protested his words, Micaiah told Ahab 

that all of his “prophets” were inspired by deceiving spirits. 

Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear the word of the LORD.  I saw 

the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven 

standing by Him on His right and on His left.  The LORD said, 

‘Who will entice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And 

one said this while another said that. Then a spirit came forward 

and stood before the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’  The 

LORD said to him, ‘How?’ And he said, ‘I will go out and be a 

deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ Then He said, 

‘You are to entice him and also prevail. Go and do so.’ Now 

therefore, behold, the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the 

mouth of all these your prophets; and the LORD has proclaimed 

disaster against you” (22:19-23). 

Ahab threw Micaiah into prison and headed off into battle with 

Jehoshaphat against the Syrians.  As predicted, he was slain in the 

battle.  They washed his blood out of his chariot at the very spot 

where Naboth had been stoned to death.  The dogs were there to 

fulfill Elijah’s prophecy: “In the place where the dogs licked up 

the blood of Naboth the dogs will lick up your blood” (21:19). 
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Satan is the ‘deceiver, the Father of Lies’ (John 8:44).  His main 
powerful strategy is deception. We must learn to discern God’s 
truth from error by abiding in His Word, desiring to know His truth, 
even if it hurts.  If God has spoken in His Word concerning an 
issue, we must believe that He still remains faithful to bring about 
what He has promised- either blessing or justice.  
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Jezebel slain by Jehu: 2Kings 9:30-36 

After Ahab’s death, Jezebel continued as queen during the 

successive reigns of her two sons, Ahaziah and Joram.  The latter 

was slain by a rival named Jehu, who then became king and 

eradicated every living survivor from Ahab’s line. Jehu also had 

Jezebel killed. As Elijah had prophesied (21:23), her body was 

devoured by dogs leaving only a few bones (2Kgs.9:36,37).  

Thus, the woman who sought to eradicate Yahweh from Israel was 

herself eradicated in the most despicable way.  Furthermore, the 

god Baal that she sought to enshrine in Israel was also thoroughly 

eradicated by Jehu. 

 “They brought out the sacred pillars of the temple of Baal and 

burned them.  They also broke down the sacred pillar of Baal and 

broke down the temple of Baal, and made it a latrine to this day. 

Thus Jehu eradicated Baal out of Israel” (2Kgs.10:26-28).  

Discussion Questions: 

1. How do you relate to the attitudes and actions of Ahab and 

Jezebel- either from your own mistakes or having an experience 

like their victims (or both!)? 

2.  Jezebel had many great strengths that she used for her self-

willed desires.  She also used them to ‘emasculate’ men, stripping 

them of dignity.As a woman, what do you learn from her example?  

3. Ahab’s father Omri was an evil man who set a bad example for 

his son and the nation.  As a man, what do you learn from Ahab’s 

pattern of passivity? 

4. How are you impacted by God’s unbelievable perseverance and 

forbearance with Ahab and Jezebel? His grace, mercy and justice?  

5. How have you been warned and/or inspired?  

(See the boxes for further discussion questions.) 
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““““If you want to test someoIf you want to test someoIf you want to test someoIf you want to test someone’s ne’s ne’s ne’s character, give them power.”character, give them power.”character, give them power.”character, give them power.” What 
a sad account of a wicked couple who used their power for evil.  
God has given many details for our warning.  Read the different 
scenarios asking yourself ‘What would I be like if I were…?’ The 
fact is God affirms that we all have potential for evil and for good.  
What will it take in your life to grow in God’s character so that you 
handle other people and opportunities with faith, courage and 
respect- like the prophets Elijah and Micaiah? And like Ahab’s 
chief officer Obadiah and Naboth?  
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