
GOD WITH US 

Part 6: Israel’s Unfaithfulness and God’s Ridiculous Love 

Kings & Prophets thru 722 B.C. 

Message 5 – The ‘Come-Back’ King   

Jehoshaphat, Prophets: Jehu and Eliezer 

(2 Chron. 17-20; 1Kings 22:1-33, 41-50; 2 Chron. 22:9)  

 

Introduction 

Among the kings in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, Jehoshaphat 

was one of the greatest.  He was very committed to the Lord and 

initiated two major national reform movements – a spiritual reform 

and a judicial reform – to call the people to walk in God’s ways. 

He was also the leader at one of the greatest moments in the 

nation’s history when they faced an ominous opponent in battle 

and saw God miraculously deliver them.  The story of Jehoshaphat 

contains several of the shining moments in Judah’s checkered 

history.  Yet, for all of his great qualities, he was a man who made 

significant compromises that impacted his life and legacy and, 

sadly, set his son up for failure.  In Jehoshaphat we see an 

important warning about life: Our potential is always reduced by 

our compromises.  

Introductory summary of his reign: 17:3-6 

At the very outset, we are introduced to a king with great potential 

because of his deep devotion to the Lord. 

“The LORD was with Jehoshaphat because he followed the 

example of his father David’s earlier days and did not seek the 

Baals, but sought the God of his father, followed His 

commandments, and did not act as Israel did.   So the LORD 

established the kingdom in his control, and all Judah brought 

tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had great riches and honor. He 

took great pride in the ways of the LORD and again removed the 

high places and the Asherim from Judah” (17:3-6). 

From the life of Asa his father, we learned that: “The Lord is with 

those who are with Him” (2Chronicles 15:2).  Truly, the Lord was 

with Jehoshaphat in a powerful way, because his heart was deeply 

devoted to God. 
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His Spiritual Reform Movement: 17:7-9 

Very few kings attempted to bring spiritual reform to the entire 

nation as Jehoshaphat did.  In the 3rd year of his reign he sent 

teachers throughout the land to remind people of their covenant 

with Yahweh and to call them to walk in the ways of the Lord.   

“They taught in Judah, having the book of the law of the LORD 

with them; and they went throughout all the cities of Judah and 

taught among the people” (17:9). 

The “book of the law of the LORD” refers to the first five books of 

the Bible (the “Pentateuch” or the “Law”).  The emphasis of their 

teaching would have been the laws given to Moses to govern 

Israel’s life as a nation (Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy).  

Jehoshaphat knew that these laws had been given not only to guide 

Israel’s life, but also that they might be blessed and, in turn, be a 

blessing to other nations.  After Moses gave God’s laws to Israel, 

his final words to the nation were these: “Take to your heart all the 

words with which I am warning you today, which you shall 

command your sons to observe carefully, even all the words of this 

law.  For it is not an idle word for you; indeed, it is your life.  

And by this word you will prolong your days in the land, which you 

are about to cross the Jordan to possess” (Deut.32:46,47).  Thus, 

Jehoshaphat was not just calling the nation to obedience; he was 

calling them to true LIFE. 

The Lord’s favor over Jehoshaphat’s rule: 17:10-19 

Significant detail is given to the tangible blessings that Judah  
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So often, we look at God’s “commandments” and see them as 
mere “moral restrictions.”  Do this . . . Don’t do this . . . etc. When 
viewed this way, we can feel as if God is boxing us in and keeping 
us from experiencing true freedom.  Yet, when viewed as mere 
restrictions, we miss the real purpose behind God’s 
commandments.  He loves us and wants to give us LIFE.  The lies 
of the Evil One are always disguised as “life”, but really they lead 
us only to death.  God’s moral code for our lives is like a set of rails 
for a train to run on.  You could look at the rails and conclude that 
the rails keep the train from going anywhere it wants.  True.  But a 
train that goes wherever it wants is a disaster.  The beauty and 
power of a train is released through those very rails so that it 
moves swiftly and effectively where it is designed to go.  Jesus said 
it this way: “The truth will make you free” (John 8:32).  
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enjoyed during the early years of Jehoshaphat’s rule.  Foreign 

nations dared not make war with Judah, and they even brought 

tribute-gifts to Jehoshaphat as a sign of their respect for his rule.  

Not since Solomon did a Jewish king have such esteem among the 

rulers of the world. 

“Now the dread of the LORD was on all the kingdoms of the lands 

which were around Judah, so that they did not make war against 

Jehoshaphat . . .  So Jehoshaphat grew greater and greater . . .” 

(17:10,12). 

His marriage compromise: 18:1 

Our potential is always reduced by our compromises.   Now we 

come to the first, and most impactful, compromise made by the 

great king Jehoshaphat. 

“Now Jehoshaphat had great riches and honor; and he allied 

himself by marriage with Ahab” (18:1). 

Jehoshaphat formed a marriage alliance with the evil king Ahab 

from the north; the same Ahab who, along with his wife Jezebel, 

was seeking to turn the entire Northern Kingdom into a Baal-

worshipping country!  They were also killing all the prophets and 

people of Yahweh.  Yet, Jehoshaphat formed a marriage alliance 

with these wicked people by inviting Athaliah, the daughter of 

Ahab and Jezebel, to marry his son, Jehoram.  Why would such a 

godly king as Jehoshaphat marry his son to the daughter of 

Jezebel?  He may have been motivated by a desire to reunite north 

and south.  Or, he may have thought that somehow the godliness 

and goodness of his family would rub off on the north.  In any 

case, this was a disastrous compromise, as Athaliah eventually 

became “the Jezebel of the South!”  This is what we later read of 

Jehoram’s reign (Jehoshaphat’s son) in Judah: 

“He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of 

Ahab did (for Ahab’s daughter was his wife), and he did evil in 

the sight of the LORD.”  “He caused the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem to play the harlot and led Judah astray.”    

(2Chronicles 21:6,11). 

Jehoram’s heart was turned completely away from Yahweh.  His  

8-year reign was a reign of terror.  He murdered all of his brothers 

(the other sons of Jehoshaphat).  The Philistines and the Arabs 

invaded Judah and carried off and killed all his sons and wives 

(except his youngest son Ahaziah), and all the palace treasures.  
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Jehoram died of a very painful disease.  Athaliah his wicked wife, 

eventually reigned as Queen for several years in the South.  Like 

her deceased husband, she also sought to exterminate all the godly 

descendants of Jehoshaphat’s line in order to bring “Northern 

Kingdom” ways into the Southern Kingdom.  What a disastrous 

compromise this was for Jehoshaphat in allowing his son to marry 

Ahab and Jezebel’s daughter.  If he could only have played the 

tape forward and seen the long term consequences, he never would 

have married his son Jehoram to Athaliah!  His potential (and the 

potential of his son) was seriously reduced by his compromises. 

His 1st war compromise: 18:2-27 

Compromise usually leads us to become more entangled in further 

compromise.  Once Jehoshaphat was allied by marriage to Ahab, 

he soon found himself being invited into the wars of Ahab as well. 

Some years later he went down to visit Ahab at Samaria. And 

Ahab slaughtered many sheep and oxen for him and the people 

who were with him, and induced him to go up against Ramoth-

gilead. Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 

“Will you go with me against Ramoth-gilead?” And he said to 

him, “I am as you are, and my people as your people, and we will 

be with you in the battle” (18:2-3). 

Notice that Ahab “slaughtered many sheep and oxen” for 

Jehoshaphat. Ahab was a sly and devious character.  He was 

setting his new “in law” up for a huge ask – that Jehoshaphat might 

use his great military might to help him in a battle.  How could 

Jehoshaphat say NO to the father of his son’s wife?  He felt 

obligated by the marriage alliance to now make a war alliance. 
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Be careful of the compromises that you make in the attempt to let 
your “good” rub off on people who are not so good.  The apostle 
Paul gave this warning to the Christians at Corinth, some of whom 
were attempting this same strategy: ““““Do not be deceived: “Bad 
company corrupts good morals” (1Corinthians 15:33).  King 
Jehoshaphat seems to have thought that: “Good company 
changes bad morals.”  It rarely works that way.  Yes, as followers 
of Christ, we are to be salt and light in a world of contrary 
standards.  But it does not mean that we need to “marry” or make 
alliances with those who don’t share the same beliefs and values. 
Be very cautious when you form alliances of any kind.  Seek wise 
counsel.  You could be stepping into a compromise that will hurt 
you in the long run.  
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Before going into battle, Jehoshaphat insisted that he and Ahab 

seek the Lord’s voice through a prophet.  Ahab brought in his false 

prophets and they all said that there would be a great victory.  Yet, 

Jehoshaphat wanted to hear from a prophet of Yahweh.  Thus, 

Micaiah the prophet was brought in (much to Ahab’s dismay, since 

he never gave Ahab a positive message).  True to form, Micaiah 

saw the Ahab-Jehoshaphat coalition being severely defeated in the 

coming battle: 

“I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like sheep which 

have no shepherd; and the LORD said, ‘These have no master. 

Let each of them return to his house in peace’” (18:16). 

Ahab threw Micaiah into prison with instructions to feed him 

sparingly until he and Jehoshaphat returned in victory.  Micaiah 

gave one last warning before being taken away: 

Micaiah said, “If you indeed return safely, the LORD has not 

spoken by me.” And he said, “Listen, all you people” (18:27). 

Jehoshaphat had asked for a word from the Lord and received a 

clear message: DEFEAT AWAITS YOU.   Why, then, did he not 

heed these words of warning and remove himself from the alliance 

with Ahab?  Because his compromise in marriage had put him in a 

situation where he felt obligated to go forward, even though he 

knew the outcome would not be good.  Our potential is always 

reduced by our compromises because one compromise leads to 

another . . . and another: 

His protection compromise: 18:28-34 

Ahab knew from Micaiah’s prophecy that he would face grave 

danger in the battle.  So, he came up with a brilliant, self-serving 

strategy.  Since the enemy always focused their efforts on killing 

the opposing king, he asked Jehoshaphat to dress in his royal robes 

while he would disguise himself as an ordinary soldier.  It is 

almost astonishing to read that Jehoshaphat agreed to go into a 

defeat-certain battle with a bullseye on his own chest! 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up 

against Ramoth-gilead.  The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, 

“I will disguise myself and go into battle, but you put on your 

robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself, and they went 

into battle (18:28,29). 

Sure enough, the enemy nearly killed Jehoshaphat, thinking that he  
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was Ahab king of Israel!  It was only by God’s mercy that he made 

it out of this battle alive.   

“So when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they 

said, ‘It is the king of Israel,’ and they turned aside to fight 

against him. But Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped 

him, and God diverted them from him. When the captains of the 

chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back 

from pursuing him. A certain man drew his bow at random and 

struck the king of Israel in a joint of the armor. So he said to the 

driver of the chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the fight, 

for I am severely wounded.” The battle raged that day, and the 

king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot in front of the 

Arameans until the evening; and at sunset he died” (18:31-34). 

God spared Jehoshaphat’s life, while a “random” arrow found its 

way to Ahab, resulting in his death.  When Jehoshaphat returned to 

Jerusalem, he was met by a stern rebuke from the prophet Jehu, 

who challenged the king on his alliance with Ahab.  

Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his 

house in Jerusalem.  Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to 

meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help the 

wicked and love those who hate the LORD and so bring wrath on 

yourself from the LORD?  But there is some good in you, for you 

have removed the Asheroth from the land and you have set your 

heart to seek God” (19:1-3). 

Here we find a key to understanding Jehoshaphat’s heart.  He was 

a man with “some good” in him (in fact, much good); but he was 

also a man prone to make foolish compromises. He thought that 

the most “loving” thing he could do for Ahab was to say “Yes” to 

his requests.  In fact, the most loving thing he could have done was 

to say “No” to Ahab at many points. 
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When we allow our love for another person to eclipse our love for 
and devotion to the Lord, we will make many costly compromises.  
We will end up serving that person’s agenda, rather than God’s 
agenda.  We may even make sacrifices that God has not called us 
to make; or take on risks that God has not called us to take.  We 
may think we are “loving” the other person well.  But quite often, 
the most loving thing we can do for others is to say “No” to their 
agenda and “Yes” to God’s.  In this way, we will testify of our own 
undivided devotion to God AND point others to God as the only 
true source of life.   
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the most loving thing we can do for others is to say “No” to their 
agenda and “Yes” to God’s.  In this way, we will testify of our own 
undivided devotion to God AND point others to God as the only 
true source of life.   



Note: The prophet Jehu who rebuked Jehoshaphat was the son of 

the prophet Hanani.  Ponder the courage it must have taken for 

Jehu to rebuke Jehoshaphat.  Hanani his father had done the 

EXACT same thing when God had sent him to rebuke King Asa, 

Jehoshaphat’s father (2Chron16:7,10).  Asa was so enraged that he 

threw Hanani into prison.  Jehu had to count the cost of obeying 

God, not knowing the outcome of his similar assignment.  

Fortunately for Jehu, his rebuke fell upon the more tender heart of 

king Jehoshaphat rather than a hardened heart like king Asa’s. 

His Judicial Reform Movement: 19:4-11 

To his credit, Jehoshaphat was a true “comeback king.”  When he 

made mistakes, he accepted responsibility, humbled himself before 

the Lord and reset his heart to walk in the Lord’s ways.  His 

nationwide judicial reform movement followed immediately upon 

the heels of his foolish choice to go to war with Ahab.  

So Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem and went out again among 

the people from Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim 

and brought them back to the LORD, the God of their fathers.  He 

appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of Judah, 

city by city.  He said to the judges, “Consider what you are doing, 

for you do not judge for man but for the LORD who is with 

you when you render judgment. Now then let the fear of 

the LORD be upon you; be very careful what you do, 

for the LORD our God will have no part in unrighteousness or 

partiality or the taking of a bribe” (19:4-7). 

He “brought them back to the LORD.” In other words, he taught 

the nation how to live according to the civil laws given to them by 

God on Mt. Sinai.  Perhaps Jehoshaphat knew the principle from 

Proverbs: “Righteousness exalts a nation; but sin is a reproach to 

any people” (Proverbs 14:34).   
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The judges were to realize that they were judging “not for man, but 
for the LORD.”  Similarly, the apostle Paul said that whatever kind 
of work we do, we should realize that we are serving God, not men, 
in our work.  “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that 
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving” (Colossians 3:23,24).  Do you perform 
your work as “for the Lord?”  From God’s perspective, your “work” 
is your “ministry” IF you do your work for HIS glory.  
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Jehoshaphat’s greatest victory: 20:1-30 

A report came to Jehoshaphat that a massive coalition had formed 

to attack against his kingdom. 

Then some came and reported to Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great 

multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea …” (20:2). 

In one of the greatest displays of humility and dependence, the 

king called for a national assembly to seek the Lord’s protection.  

His prayer before all the people stands as one of the great model 

prayers in all of the Bible.  It is quoted in full below: 

Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and 

Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD before the new court,  and 

he said, “O LORD, the God of our fathers, are You not God in the 

heavens? And are You not ruler over all the kingdoms of the 

nations? Power and might are in Your hand so that no one can 

stand against You. Did You not, O our God, drive out the 

inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel and give it to 

the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?  They have 

lived in it, and have built You a sanctuary there for Your name, 

saying,  ‘Should evil come upon us, the sword, or judgment, or 

pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house and before 

You (for Your name is in this house) and cry to You in our 

distress, and You will hear and deliver us.’ Now behold, the sons 

of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom You did not let 

Israel invade when they came out of the land of Egypt (they 

turned aside from them and did not destroy them),  see how they 

are rewarding us by coming to drive us out from Your possession 

which You have given us as an inheritance.  O our God, will You 

not judge them? For we are powerless before this great multitude 

who are coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our 

eyes are on You.” All Judah was standing before the LORD, with 

their infants, their wives and their children (20:5-13). 

The heart of this prayer is found in the closing words: “We do not 

know what to do . . . but our eyes are upon You.”  In response to 

this cry for protection, God sent word through Jahaziel the prophet: 

“You need not fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and 

see the salvation of the LORD on your behalf, O Judah and 

Jerusalem.  Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out to face 

them, for the LORD is with you” (20:7). 
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On the next day, the Lord brought about one of the greatest 

victories recorded in the Bible, and Jehoshaphat’s army did not 

even lift a sword!  Instead, the worship team “fought the battle.” 

Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, O Judah and 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, put your trust in the LORD your God 

and you will be established. Put your trust in His prophets and 

succeed.”  When he had consulted with the people, he appointed 

those who sang to the LORD and those who praised Him in holy 

attire, as they went out before the army and said, “Give thanks to 

the LORD, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” When they 

began singing and praising, the LORD set ambushes against the 

sons of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, who had come against 

Judah; so they were routed.   For he sons of Ammon and Moab 

rose up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir destroy-

ing them completely; and when they had finished with the 

inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. When 

Judah came to the lookout of the wilderness, they looked toward 

the multitude, and behold, they were corpses lying on the ground, 

and no one had escaped (20:20-24).  

After collecting the spoils of victory for three days, the people 

went back to Jerusalem with Jehoshaphat and had a massive 

victory celebration before the Lord.  Truly, this was the highpoint 

of Jehoshaphat’s 25-year reign over the Kingdom of Judah.   

His economic-alliance compromise: 20:35-37 

Sadly, as the narrative of Jehoshaphat’s life nears the end, we read 

of yet another compromise.  This time, he formed an economic 

alliance with the northern king Ahaziah, the son of Ahab. 

After this Jehoshaphat king of Judah allied himself with Ahaziah 

king of Israel. He acted wickedly in so doing. So he allied himself 

with him to make ships to go to Tarshish, and they made the 

ships in Ezion-geber. Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of 

Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat saying, “Because you 

have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the LORD has destroyed your 

works.” So the ships were broken and could not go to Tarshish 

(20:35-37). 

They “made ships to go to Tarshish.” We note first that it would 

have taken considerable time and money to construct large ships 

for the purpose of international trade.  Second, Tarshish was 

known for its precious metals (and many other fine goods) with  
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which ancient empires built their strength.  The motive for this 

economic alliance was so that both the kingdoms of Jehoshaphat 

and Ahaziah could prosper through the acquisition of these goods 

from far off lands.  How ironic: At the outset of his reign, 

Jehoshaphat enjoyed unparalleled prosperity as he “allied” himself 

with the LORD.  At the end of his reign, he experienced economic 

loss and trouble as he allied himself with evil Ahaziah.  Even our 

economic potential is reduced by our compromises. 

His 2nd war compromise: 2 Kings 3 

There is yet one more post-script compromise in the story of 

Jehoshaphat.  Before his death, he made another war-alliance with 

Jehoram, a son of Ahab.  The Northern Kingdom was being 

attacked again, and, just as Ahab had done, Jehoram appealed to 

the southern king Jehoshaphat to accompany him in battle: 

He (Jehoram) sent this message to Jehoshaphat king of Judah: 

“The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me 

to fight against Moab?”  “I will go with you,” he replied. “I am 

as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses” 

(2Kings 3:7). 

Just as in the war-alliance with Ahab, Jehoshaphat requested that 

“a prophet of the LORD” be consulted.  This time, Elisha the 

prophet was brought in and he announced that God would 

graciously grant the coalition a victory.   

Yet, even this victory ended on a tragic note.  As the Moabites 

were being defeated in battle, the king of Moab decided to sacrifice 

his firstborn son to his god in order to obtain help. 

“When the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for 

him, he took with him 700 men who drew swords, to break 

through to the king of Edom; but they could not.  Then he took 

his oldest son who was to reign in his place, and offered him as a 

burnt offering on the wall. And there came great wrath against 

Israel, and they departed from him and returned to their own 

land” (3:26-27). 

There is uncertainty as to the meaning of the phrase, “there came 

great wrath against Israel, and they departed.”  Was this great 

wrath from Yahweh, as a judgment upon Israel for an excessive 

destruction of the Moabites?  Was the wrath from an evil spirit-

power associated with the god that Mesha, the king of Edom,  
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called upon?  Or was the great wrath from the people who saw the  

sacrifice of the king’s son causing them to be enraged against the 

people of Israel?  We do not know.  But we do know that the battle 

ended badly for Israel, even though they won!  They returned to 

their own land with a cloud hanging over their heads.  Thus, 

Jehoshaphat’s final “victory” was tinged with sadness.  Our 

potential (even in victory) is ALWAYS reduced by our 

compromises! 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. There were many good parts to Jehoshaphat’s story (spiritual 

strength, reform movements, major victories, repentant heart, etc.).  

Which of the good parts of Jehoshaphat’s life were most 

encouraging to you?  Why? 

2. The compromises of Jehoshaphat were many: The marriage 

compromise, the protection compromise, the 2 war-alliance 

compromises, and the economic-alliance compromise.   

- Behind every such act, there is a deeper motive.  What strikes you 

about the motives of Jehoshaphat that might have moved him to 

make these different compromises?   

- Which of these compromises do you feel that you can best relate 

to from your own life experience?  Have you made a similar 

compromise at some point? 

3. Jehoshaphat’s greatest victory was stunning (2Chronicles 20).  

How are you encouraged by his prayer (20:5-13)?  Is there some 

area of your life where you can truly say: “Lord, I don’t know 

what to do; but my eyes are on You.” 
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