
GOD WITH US 

Part 7: Kings & Prophets to Exile and Return 

Judah’s Fall and God’s Faithfulness 

Message 16 – Keeping God First 

Haggai 

Introduction 

Haggai and Zechariah were the 2 prophets God raised up to spur the 

post-exilic Jewish community to rebuild the temple of Yahweh.  The 

work on the temple had ceased for 16 years due to opposition (see 

Ezra 4:24-5:5).  The voice of God through these prophets challenged 

the community to reevaluate their priorities, overcome their fears, 

and accomplish the work that God had called them to do.  The book 

of Haggai contains 4 messages from the Lord over a period of just 4 

months.   

Message 1: PRIORITIES 1:1-15 

For about 17 years the post-exilic community had been back in 

Jerusalem trying to rebuild their way of life.  Yet, they were having 

great difficulty overcoming the challenges and getting ahead.  God 

came to them through Haggai and challenged them with a critical 

thought: They should consider that the reason they were making 

little progress with their lives on many levels was that they had 

neglected to fulfill God’s divine purpose. Cyrus king of Persia had 

proclaimed that the God of heaven had appointed him to send the 

willing Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple of Yahweh 

(Ezra 1:1,2).   The Jews began well, by constructing the altar to 

restart the sacrificial system again.  Then they brought cedar logs 

from Lebanon to Jerusalem (authorized by King Cyrus) to begin the 

temple reconstruction work, and successfully finished the 

foundation (Ezra 3:7-11).  Sadly, the local enemies opposed the 

rebuild and a later Persian king issued the work to stop (Ezra 4:21).  

This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The 

time has not yet come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’” Then the 

word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time 

for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this 

house remains a ruin?”  Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: 

“Consider your ways!   You have planted much, but harvested 

little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but  
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never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You 

earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”  This is 

what the LORD Almighty says: “Consider your ways” (1:2-7). 

Note that God’s words, “These people”, rather than, “My people” 

suggests an emotional distance; yet God’s mercy is evident again as 

He reaches out to call them back to His agenda.  God began His 
rebuke through Haggai by focusing on the peoples’ 

procrastination, “the time to rebuild is NOT YET.” He pointed out 

that the people were living in “paneled houses,” which in that day 

was a sign of luxury.  In contrast, God’s house remained a mere 

foundation with rubble all around it.  It seems that the cedar that had 

been gathered to build God’s House had ended up being used to 

build their personal paneled houses!  The challenge to “consider 

your ways” is a thematic statement in Haggai, found 3 times (1:5; 

1:7; 2:18).  It means: to set your heart to, to ponder, to evaluate, 

take inventory.   

Maybe you’ve heard the saying: My pocket must have holes in it 

because I can’t figure out where all my money is going!  God was 

the One Who first coined that phrase through Haggai the prophet.  

“You are putting your wages in a purse with holes in it!”  Which 

raised the question: Why was their financial strength evaporating?  

Because they were neglecting the agenda of God for their lives and 

pursuing, instead, their own self-styled plans. 

Malachi the prophet also challenged the post-exilic community with 

the notion that they were “robbing God” by not bringing their tithes 

and offerings to God.  So they were guilty of both “taking from God” 

and failing to “give to God.” 

God commanded the people to go to the mountains to cut new timber 

to build His house.  The timber given generously by Cyrus  
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So often in life we procrastinate for years, changing certain 

attitudes and/or behaviors that we have been asked to change, 

yet continue to ignore. “I don’t want to deal with that yet!” we say.  

Then we fail to make the connection between our spiritual lives 

(our connection to God and how we honor His commands) with the 

welfare of the rest of our lives.  God was very patient with these 

people, waiting 16 long years before sending prophets to spell out 

for them their misplaced priorities. What are you procrastinating to 

do that is ‘NOT YET TIME’? What life-style choice does God see 

that you are replacing it with that you feel it ‘IS TIME’ for?   
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from Lebanon was gone, yet the people seemed to not be concerned 

that what had been set apart for God’s house was now on their own 

houses.   

 It was God Who had been causing the labors of the community to 

be unfruitful, due to their misplaced priorities. 

“You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you 

brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. 

“Because of My house, which remains a ruin, while each of you 

is runs to your own house. Therefore, because of you the heavens 

have withheld their dew and the earth its crops.  I called for a 

drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new 

wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, on 

people and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands”       (1:9-

11). 

The post-exilic community had “expected much” in terms of the 

economic rewards for their labors.  But their expectations were not 

met because God was working against them. 

To their credit, the post-exilic community heard and finally heeded 

the words of God through Haggai (and Zechariah).  It took them 

just 24 days to re-order their priorities and re-start the temple 

building project (note the time markers at 1:1 and 1:15). 

As we know from the historical narrative in the book of Ezra, the 

opposition reared its ugly head once again, but this time the 

community pushed through, being strengthened by the ongoing 

voices of Haggai and Zechariah. 

Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the 

LORD to the people: “I am with you,” declares the LORD (1:13). 
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Each of you “runs to his own house.”  God sees the eagerness and 

energy that we devote to our own agendas in life.  And He sees 

when there is a lack of zeal to pursue Him and His agenda. God 

desires that we love Him obey His commands first. Jesus 

repeatedly said this to His followers, ”If anyone loves Me they will 

obey My commands” (Eg. John 14:23).  When we do, He promises 

to work with us in the other areas of our lives.  But when we put 

God low on our priority list, also failing to support His work, God 

withholds His blessing on our self-styled agendas.   In what ways 

might you be “running to your own house” today, while neglecting 

the things of God?  Another way to ask the question: What 

agendas has God been laying before you that you are ignoring? 
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Message 2: PRESENCE  2:1-9 

One month after they work resumed, the people were confronted 

again with a harsh reality: This post-exilic temple was nothing in 

comparison to Solomon’s glorious pre-exilic temple.  Through 

Haggai, God raised the issue that He saw in people’s hearts. 

“Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How 

does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing?  But 

now be strong, Zerubbabel,” declares the LORD. “Be 

strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest.  Be strong, all you 

people of the land,” declares the LORD, “and work. For I am 

with you,” declares the LORD Almighty.  “This is what I 

covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And My 

Spirit remains among you. Do not fear” (2:3-5). 

“Take courage” (be strong”) occurs 3 times here.  “I am with you” 

occurs 2 times.  God reminded His people that what mattered was 

not the physical size of the temple; rather, the presence of God 

within that temple (and in their midst).   

“The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of 

the former house,” says the LORD Almighty. “And in this place I 

will grant peace,” declares the LORD Almighty (2:9). 
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God was against them when they neglected Him; but He promised 

to be with them once they reprioritized Him in their lives.  This is 

the “reciprocal principle” found in Scripture.  “Draw near to God 

and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8; Zechariah 1:3; 7:13; 

Malachi 3:7).  The 16 years of ignoring God was not a barrier 

because God longed for them to return to Him.  Never use the 

excuse that you have been ignoring God for too long to draw back 

to Him.  Admit your wrongs and acknowledge His forgiveness and 

mercy, and expect His loving embrace and support.    

When we are measuring our “success” we need to keep in mind 

God’s perspective and His purposes. The name Tabitha is 

unknown to even serious Bible readers.  Yet, she was so highly 

esteemed by the early church that they asked God to raise her 

from the dead so they could have her longer (Acts 9:36-43).  How 

are you measuring your success and significance today?  Is it by 

man’s standards, or by God’s?  What would God say to you if He 

told you what He sees in you that is “success” in His eyes?  
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Message 3: PURITY  2:10-19 

An age-old problem began to creep in again.  The people were 

building a temple where they could worship God; but their hearts 

and lives were becoming increasingly contaminated by compromise, 

so that the worship of God in His house would be meaningless.  God 

raised this issue by appealing to a point in the Mosaic Law 

concerning the transfer of defilement. 

This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Ask the priests what the 

law says: If someone carries consecrated meat in the fold of their 

garment, and that fold touches some bread or stew, some wine, 

olive oil or other food, does it become consecrated?”  The priests 

answered, “No.”  Then Haggai said, “If a person defiled by 

contact with a dead body touches one of these things, does it 

become defiled?”  “Yes,” the priests replied, “it becomes defiled.” 

Then Haggai said, “So it is with this people and this nation in my 

sight,” declares the LORD. “Whatever they do and whatever they 

offer there is defiled” (2:11-14). 

The point was simple: Unclean things will make clean things 

unholy; but clean things will not make unclean things holy.  Because 

the people were ‘defiled’ due to their various sinful choices, their 

offerings to God were therefore ‘defiled’ and not acceptable to Him. 

His holy temple would not magically make their offerings holy.  

JESUS accused the religious leaders of His day of being “white-

washed tombs, full of hypocrisy and wickedness” who were dead 

(spiritually) on the inside, but all cleaned up on the outside. (Matt 

23:27,28) Their hearts were defiled. One of the ways that the people 

were being contaminated by sin was through intermingling their 

lives with the Gentiles that lived around them (see Ezra 9:1-2; 10-

12 and the phrase, “the holy race has intermingled”).   
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The apostle Paul applied this principle of the transfer of defilement 

with this warning: “Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts 

good character” (1Corinthians 15:33).  Sadly, the influence usually 

goes from those who don’t want to love and obey Christ to impact 

negatively those who do.  The good character and morals don’t 

impact ‘the bad company’ as easily.   In what ways are you 

allowing contact with “unholy things” to contaminate your heart 

and your relationship with God?   
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Message 4: POWER  2:20-23 

Haggai delivered this short message on the same day as the previous 

one. Zerubbabel, the governor of the post-exilic community, was 

from the family line of King David.  God gave to him a promise that 

would both strengthen Zerubbabel in his current role as Israel’s 

leader and confirm the promise that a future descendant of David 

would come as the Messiah.   

“Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I am going to shake the 

heavens and the earth.  I will overturn royal thrones and shatter 

the power of the foreign kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and 

their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of 

his brother.  On that day,” declares the LORD Almighty, “I will 

take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,” declares 

the LORD, “and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have 

chosen you,” declares the LORD Almighty” (2:21-23). 

In ancient times, signet rings were used as symbols of authority and 

ownership.  The emblem on the signet ring (unique to that person) 

was used to seal official documents with a wax imprint.  This 

prophecy must have come as a great encouragement to the small, 

struggling post-exilic community, and to their governor in 

particular.  God gave them hope for the present and promise for their 

future. Other nations and thrones would eventually be toppled; but 

the Davidic throne, as represented by Zerubbabel, would endure and 

succeed.  Note: In Matthew 1:12 Zerubbabel is in the lineage of 

Joseph, JESUS’ ‘legal earthly father,’ and Luke3:27 sights 

Zerubbabel in the lineage of JESUS’ ‘divinely conceived earthly 

mother, Mary.’  Israel, struggling in the post-exilic period, had a 

glorious God-ordained future in the world! 
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God is always looking toward the future potential of His people, 

instead of focusing on their past failures.  When God looks at you, 

He sees the same thing – your future potential as you learn to 

walk in fellowship with Him.  Although the picture of the “signet 

ring” applied specifically to the Messiah Who would come through 

the line of Zerubbabel (Jesus), take a moment to imagine yourself 

as a special, signet ring on God’s right hand.  Imagine God wearing 

a ring with your picture engraved on it.  How does that make you 

feel?  Write out and memorize these precious truths-  He calls you 

“by name” each day as He goes before you (John10:3).  He knows 

you intimately (John 10:14).  No one can snatch you out of the 

Father and the Son’s hand (John 10:27-29). 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Haggai’s major emphasis was on calling people to get back on 

God’s agenda for their lives.  How has this message challenged you 

in your walk with God at the present time? 

2. What obstacles/challenges might be causing you to procrastinate 

in making changes that are necessary to get back on God’s agenda? 

3. Can you think of a way in which God’s glory might be magnified 

in some “small” area/work of your life? 

4. Discuss ways that our purity as followers of Jesus is tested and 

often compromised in the current culture. 
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