
GOD WITH US 

Part 8: JESUS 

Message 20 – MASTER: Final Words to Disciples 

John 13-16 

Introduction 

All 4 gospels record the last meal Jesus ate with His 12 disciples 

before He would be crucified, known as “The Last Supper.” It was 

the annual Passover meal that God instructed Moses and all the 

Israelites to eat the night God sent a destroying angel into Egypt. 

The blood of the Passover lamb was spread on the doorframe of 

each Jewish home, so that the destroying angel would pass over that 

home. 

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down 

every firstborn- both men and animals- and I will bring judgment 

on all the gods of Egypt. I AM THE LORD.  The blood will be a 

sign for you on the houses where you are: and when I see the 

blood, I will pass over you.  No destructive plague will touch you 

when I strike Egypt. This is a day that you are to commemorate; 

for generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the 

LORD- a lasting ordinance” (Exodus 12:12-14). 

(For the full explanation of this sacred night, read Exodus Ch. 12 

and 13.)   John the Baptist had declared to his disciples seeing Jesus 

at the beginning of His public ministry, “Look, the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1:29). The disciples 

didn’t comprehend the ultimate significance of this night with Jesus 

until after Jesus had been crucified and resurrected.  He Himself was 

the Passover Lamb of God, pure and spotless, whose blood would 

be shed to save humanity.  That sacred night meant far more to 

Jesus than the disciples at that point.  “I have eagerly desired to eat 

this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat 

it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God” (Luke 

22:15,16). 

While all 4 gospels give an account of the Last Supper, only John 

records an extended discourse that Jesus gave that night, beginning 

in the upper room and continuing as the group walked to 

Gethsemane.  This discourse, commonly called “the upper room 

discourse” (though it went beyond the upper room gathering) has  
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many unique themes and important lessons for the followers of 

Jesus, both then and now.  It might more accurately be called 

“marching orders” as the Master tells His followers how they must 

live in the days ahead, as they would continue with His mission 

without His physical presence. We will survey this section 

highlighting the major themes as they appear in sequence. 

Loving one another by serving: 13:1-17 

Jesus’ final supper with His disciples was in progress when He 

slipped away from the table, filled a basin with water and began to 

wash the disciples’ feet.  This was likely prompted by an argument 

the disciples were having as to “who was the greatest among them” 

(as recorded in the parallel account in Luke 22:24-27).  The task of 

washing the guest’s feet, dirty from walking on the dusty streets, 

was typically left to the household servant; but since no servant was 

present on this secretive occasion, Jesus took the role of servant.  

Jesus served the 11 because He loved them.  He knew that Judas 

would betray Him; that Peter, James and John would sleep rather 

that keep watch and pray for Him in the Garden; that Peter would 

deny Him 3 times; and that the other 9 would ultimately flee in fear 

when He was arrested. Yet, He still loved and served them! After he 

finished washing everyone’s feet (including Peter, who tried to stop 

Him), He explained the lesson: 

“Do you understand what I have done for you?” He asked 

them. “You call Me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that 

is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  I have set you 

an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I 

tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger 

greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these 
things, you will be blessed if you do them” (13:12-17). 
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Jesus’ unconditional LOVE and HUMILITY is astounding.  Today, 
everyone wants to be a stand out, but few want to take the humble 
role of the servant.  Jesus stated repeatedly that the way to “the 
top” in His kingdom was by taking the lowest position.  “He who 
wishes to be first among you shall be the servant of all”(Mk10:44).  
This is the principle of “descending into greatness.”  How about 
you?  Who can you be a servant to this week?  How can you humble 
yourself and “wash someone’s feet?”  Ask God who He is inviting 
you to serve, following the example of Jesus. 
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Jesus predicts the betrayal: 13:18-32 

Jesus became visibly troubled as He began to speak about the fact 

that one of them would betray Him (what a contrast to Him serving 

all of them, including Judas the betrayer).  The disciples were at a 

loss as to which one of them might do such a thing.  Peter asked 

John, who was leaning close to Jesus, to ask Him who the betrayer 

was.  Only the apostle John heard Jesus speak the following words, 

giving a clue as to the betrayer’s identity: 

Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of 

bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece 

of bread, He gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  As soon 

as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  So Jesus told 

him, “What you are about to do, do quickly” (13:26-27).  

Jesus quoted from an Old Testament Psalm concerning the betrayal 

of Judas. “He who shared my bread, has lifted his heel against me” 

(Psalm 41:9). Not only did Judas receive a foot-washing, he also 

received the bread from Jesus, symbolizing Jesus’ body that would 

be broken for the forgiveness of sins.  When Judas ran out of the 

room, the others thought he was being sent on an errand to buy 

supplies for the Passover Festival.  In fact, the devil had entered into 

him to move him to betray Jesus (see also Luke 22:3-6 on the role of 

Satan on this night). 

Right after Judas left, Jesus showed His complete understanding of 

what was finally going to be culminated: the glory of God and the 

glory of Jesus, His Son.   

“Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in Him.  If 

God is glorified in Him, God will glorify the Son in Himself, and 

glorify Him at once” (13:31,32).  

Only the Trinity (Father, Son and Spirit) truly understood the events 

that had begun to happen on earth.  In heaven, all was clear.  On 

earth, all was going to be dark, tragic and full of suffering.   

Jesus predicts Peter’s denials: 13:33-38 

Jesus began to state very directly that He was “going away” to a 

place where the disciples could not follow.  Peter, being very loyal 

to Jesus, did not like this idea of being separated from Jesus. 

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down  

3/31/19                                                                                        1,069 

Jesus predicts the betrayal: 13:18-32 

Jesus became visibly troubled as He began to speak about the fact 

that one of them would betray Him (what a contrast to Him serving 

all of them, including Judas the betrayer).  The disciples were at a 

loss as to which one of them might do such a thing.  Peter asked 

John, who was leaning close to Jesus, to ask Him who the betrayer 

was.  Only the apostle John heard Jesus speak the following words, 

giving a clue as to the betrayer’s identity: 

Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of 

bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece 

of bread, He gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  As soon 

as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  So Jesus told 

him, “What you are about to do, do quickly” (13:26-27).  

Jesus quoted from an Old Testament Psalm concerning the betrayal 

of Judas. “He who shared my bread, has lifted his heel against me” 

(Psalm 41:9). Not only did Judas receive a foot-washing, he also 

received the bread from Jesus, symbolizing Jesus’ body that would 

be broken for the forgiveness of sins.  When Judas ran out of the 

room, the others thought he was being sent on an errand to buy 

supplies for the Passover Festival.  In fact, the devil had entered into 

him to move him to betray Jesus (see also Luke 22:3-6 on the role of 

Satan on this night). 

Right after Judas left, Jesus showed His complete understanding of 

what was finally going to be culminated: the glory of God and the 

glory of Jesus, His Son.   

“Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in Him.  If 

God is glorified in Him, God will glorify the Son in Himself, and 

glorify Him at once” (13:31,32).  

Only the Trinity (Father, Son and Spirit) truly understood the events 

that had begun to happen on earth.  In heaven, all was clear.  On 

earth, all was going to be dark, tragic and full of suffering.   

Jesus predicts Peter’s denials: 13:33-38 

Jesus began to state very directly that He was “going away” to a 

place where the disciples could not follow.  Peter, being very loyal 

to Jesus, did not like this idea of being separated from Jesus. 

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down  

3/31/19                                                                                        1,069 



my life for You.”  Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down 

your life for Me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, 

you will disown Me three times” (13:37,38). 

This prediction must have been devastating (and confusing) for 

Peter (and the others who heard it).  Jesus had just predicted that one 

of them would “betray Him.”  Now, Peter was being told that he 

would deny knowing Jesus three times.  It must have been difficult 

for all of them to figure out what Jesus was saying, and who would 

do what on that very night. When we compare Luke’s account of the 

meal, we see that Satan not only inhabited Judas Iscariot that night, 

but he also attacked Peter in some invisible, but violent way, 

causing this strong man to crumble in the face of opposition.  Luke’s 

gospel adds some more detail from Jesus concerning Peter’s fall: 

“Satan has demanded to sift you like wheat.  But I have prayed for 

you, Simon, that your faith will not fail…” (Luke 22:31,32). 

Words of Comfort about the Future: 14:1-3 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in Me. 

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I 

have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for 

you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am” 

(14:1-3). 
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Spiritual conflict is impossible to see; but nonetheless real.  The 
apostle Peter wrote: Satan “prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour” (1Peter 5:8), a truth that he knew from 
his own experience!  Peter didn’t know that his PRIDE in his own 
strength was the very ‘kink in the armor’ for him, that gave Satan a 
way to take him down.  This is why the apostle Paul told us to “put 
on the full armor of God so that we may be able to resist in the day 
of evil.”  Take some time to ponder Ephesians 6:10-18 and make a 
list of the elements of the “armor” that we must wear in this conflict.  
Then, evaluate how you are doing with each part of the armor.  
Where are you ‘proudly’ feeling ‘invincible?’ Where are there 
weaknesses or vulnerabilities in your life?  What can you do to 
strengthen yourself for the battle?  Paul gave us this caution against 
self-confidence: “Don’t be so naïve and self-confident.  You’re not 
exempt.  You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else.  
Forget about self-confidence; it’s useless.  Cultivate God-
confidence” (1Corinthians 10:12, The Message). 
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There was an atmosphere of fear and uncertainty as to what was 

happening to Jesus and this close band of followers.  In that context, 

Jesus spoke words of comfort and reassurance.  No matter what 

happened in the future, their long-term prospect was already 

decided: they would someday be with Jesus in the Father’s house! 

Jesus the Way to the Father: 14:4-14 

The disciples sensed that Jesus was going away; but they did not 

understand where He was going.  Jesus then made a statement that 

provoked further important discussion.  He said: 

“You know the way to the place where I am going” (14:4).   

Thomas, the logical one, answered for them all: 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, 

so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the 

way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.  If you really know Me, you will know My Father as 

well.  From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.” 

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for 

us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I 

have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen Me 

has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’?  (14:5-9). 

Here is the 6th “I AM” declaration of Jesus in the gospel of John: “I 

am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 

except through me” (14:6).  The Bible speaks clearly against the 

ideas of poly-theism (many gods) and poly-pathism (many paths).  

Jesus said He was the only way to the only God.  Further, He also 

claimed to be the only true representation of the Father.  “Anyone 

who has seen Me has seen the Father” (14:9).  The disciples needed 

to look no further than Jesus to understand God the Father.  (See 
Hebrews 1:3 and John 1:18 for the same idea.) 
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Isn’t it a great feeling when you arrive at a destination and your 
room has been made ready?  It looks and smells fresh and new, 
almost as if it was prepared just for your visit.  Jesus is getting our 
rooms ready in heaven!  He is preparing a place in the Father’s 
house for us.  This promise gives us great comfort.  Whatever is 
causing you to be troubled, be comforted by the One who loves you 
and is preparing for your eternal dwelling with Him. 
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Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit: 14:15-29 

Jesus said more about the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit in 

John 13-16 than anywhere else in Scripture.  He promised that even 

though He was departing, the Holy Spirit would be their constant 

companion and live in them in the near future. 

“If you love Me, keep My commands. And I will ask the Father, 

and He will give you another Advocate to help you and be with you 

forever— the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept 

Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know 

Him, for He lives with you and will be in you” (14:15-17). 

Notice the words “another advocate.”  The word “advocate” here is 

the Greek word Paraclete, meaning, “one called alongside to help.”  

The Holy Spirit will be “another” Paraclete, meaning that Jesus 

Himself was the first Paraclete (He had been alongside of the 

disciples, helping them). Soon, the Holy Spirit would continue in 

Jesus’ place as their daily companion; but more significantly, He 

would come to live inside them.  

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you . . . “Anyone 

who loves Me will obey My teaching.  My Father will love them, 

and We will come to them and make Our home with them” 

(14:18,23). 

This promise began to be fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost, when the 

Holy Spirit fell from heaven upon the first Christians, resulting in 

the birth of the church (Acts 2).  This promise continues to be 

fulfilled today every time a person opens their heart to Jesus.  It is  
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The claims of Jesus are clear and radical. Had Jesus said that He 
was one of many different ways to God, and that there were many 
different representations of God in the world, then there would be 
no urgency to tell the world about Jesus.  Yet, if Jesus truly is the 
only way to the Father, then we are compelled to bring this truth to 
our world.  Standing before the Jewish leaders early in the book of 
Acts, the apostle Peter boldly restated John 14:6 in his own words: 
“Salvation is found in“Salvation is found in“Salvation is found in“Salvation is found in    nononono    one else, for one else, for one else, for one else, for there isthere isthere isthere is    nononono    otherotherotherother    name name name name under under under under 
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).        
One of OPC’s 8 traits of a disciples is the word GO.  A true disciple 
goes to his/her world with good deeds and good news concerning 
the fact that JESUS has opened the way for us to come back into a 
relationship with the Father.  Who’s on your top 3 list? 
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the Holy Spirit that comes to live inside of a person, giving them 

new life and power to live the way Jesus wants them to live.  At the 

same time, it is the Father and the Son that come and “make their 

home with” each new believer.  

Among other works, the Holy Spirit would “teach” the disciples and 

“remind them” of everything Jesus had told them (14:25,26).  This 

refers to the work of inspiration when the Holy Spirit guided the 

New Testament writers to record Sacred Scripture.  Secondarily, it 

refers to the work of illumination as the Holy Spirit guides the 

modern reader in the process of understanding and appropriating 

God truth for his/her life.  This is one of the primary works of the 

Spirit – to guide us into the truth of God’s words. 

Departing the Upper Room: 14:30-31 

As the group prepared to leave the upper room and walk toward the 

Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus spoke in veiled terms about the 

approaching battle with the evil one, Satan: 

“I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is 

coming. He has no hold over Me, but he comes so that the world 

may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father 

has commanded me.  Come now; let us leave” (14:30,31). 

Jesus acknowledged Satan’s role in taking Him to the cross; but in 

the bigger picture, Satan was being used by the Father to accomplish 

His will in bringing about the salvation of the world through the 

forgiveness of sins.   

Remaining in the Vine: 15:1-17 

Here we come to the 7th and final “I AM” declaration of Jesus in 

John’s gospel.  “I am the true vine . . .” (15:1).  It seems likely that 

on the way to the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus and His men passed 

through a vineyard. Jesus stopped to give them an important lesson 

about staying connected to the life-giving source, in order to bear 

fruit. 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener.  He cuts off 

every branch that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 

fruit He prunes so that it will be more fruitful” (15:1,2). 

Jesus was not teaching here that a believer can ‘lose their salvation.’  

He was referring to the usefulness of a believer in the  
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work of ‘fruit-bearing’ for the kingdom of God.  In contrast, if a 

believer is bearing fruit, the Father is committed to pruning so that 

we can bear even more fruit.  The sign of a ‘useful branch’ is that 

pruning will be taking place and increasing levels of fruit will be the 

result. 

“Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit 

by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 

unless you remain in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If 

you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 

from Me you can do nothing.  If you do not remain in Me, you are 

like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are 

picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in 

Me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you.  This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear 

much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples” (15:4-8). 

The world’s opposition & the Spirit’s support: 15:18 – 16:15 

The disciples will experience much opposition (even hate) in the 

future, because of their association with Jesus.  This is a major 

theme of Jesus’ final discourse with the disciples.  

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first.  If you 

belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do 

not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 

That is why the world hates you” (15:18,19). 
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What a clear object lesson.  A branch that has absolutely no life-
giving sap flowing through its veins will shrivel up and die.  Similarly, 
as believers, we have no life apart from staying connected to the 
vine. We must stay connected to our source of life, Jesus, in order to 
bear fruit (both character fruit in our own lives, and the fruit of 
God’s work through us in the lives of other people). ‘To remain’ in 
Him literally means ‘to take up residence’ in Him.   How do we stay 
connected to Jesus?  We must spend time with Him, and get to 
know Him intimately.  We must keep short accounts (confessing sin 
and keeping our heart clean before Him).  We must read His Word 
and talk to Him in prayer.  Simply put, we breathe in the life of His 
Spirit moment-by-moment throughout each day.  “Abiding 
(remaining) in Christ” and “walking in the Spirit” are synonymous.  
See Galatians 5:16-25; Ephesians 5:15-20; and Colossians 3:15-17 
on staying in step with His Spirit. 
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Yet, the Holy Spirit will stand alongside of them as they testify 

concerning their faith in Jesus the Messiah. 

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father—the Spirit of Truth who goes out from the Father—He 

will testify about Me. And you also must testify, for you have been 

with Me from the beginning” (15:26,27). 

This idea of the Spirit co-testifying with the disciples is repeated in 

an earlier discourse Jesus gave on serving Him in the future: “But 

when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say 

it. At that time, you will be given what to say, for it will not be you 

speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you” 

(Matthew 10:19,20). 

The theme of future persecution continues from ch.15 into ch.16. 

(This is an example of a chapter division added by later editors that 

does not make good sense.  The original Greek manuscripts of the 

New Testament had no chapters or verses.)  Jesus explains why He 

is warning them of future trouble: 

“I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will 

remember that I warned you about them” (16:4). 

He did not want them to be taken by surprise; rather, to be prepared.  

Among other things, the Holy Spirit would be working alongside of 

them, convicting the world concerning the truth of their message: 

“When He comes, He will prove the world to be in the wrong 

about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because 

people do not believe in Me; about righteousness, because I am 

going to the Father, where you can see Me no longer; and about 

judgment, because the prince of this world now stands 

condemned” (16:8-11). 

Once again, Jesus stressed that the Holy Spirit would be primarily 

concerned with reminding the disciples of the words of Jesus, as 

well as guiding them into new truths (that would be revealed 

through the apostles in the process of inspiration of Scripture). 

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now 

bear.  But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you 

into all the truth. He will not speak on His own; he will speak only 

what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come. He  
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will glorify Me because it is from Me that He will receive what He 

will make known to you.  All that belongs to the Father is 

Mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from Me what He 

will make known to you” (16:12-15). 

Their grief will be turned to joy: 16:16-22 

As the discourse drew to a close, Jesus spoke again about the fact 

that He was “going away.”  They were confused: 

Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see Me no more, 

and then after a little while you will see Me.” At this, some of His 

disciples said to one another, “What does He mean by saying, ‘In 

a little while you will see Me no more, and then after a little while 

you will see Me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They 

kept asking, “What does He mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t 

understand what He is saying” (16:16-18). 

Jesus sensed their sadness and confusion, so He told them that their 

joy would soon be replaced with joy (after His resurrection and 

appearances to them): 

“Truly, truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world 

rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.  A woman 

giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but 

when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy 

that a child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your time 

of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one 

will take away your joy” (16:20-22). 

Their relationship with the Father will change: 16:23-28 

Jesus stressed the idea that the disciples’ relationship with the Father 

was about to change.  Jesus was about to do something that would 

cause them to have a more personal, direct relationship with the 

heavenly Father. 

“In that day you will no longer ask Me anything. Truly, truly I tell 

you, My Father will give you whatever you ask in My name. Until 

now you have not asked for anything in My name. Ask and you 

will receive, and your joy will be complete. Though I have been 

speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use 

this kind of language but will tell you plainly about My Father.   In 

that day you will ask in My name. I am not saying that I will ask 

the Father on your behalf.  No, the Father Himself 
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loves you because you have loved Me and have believed that I 

came from God.  I came from the Father and entered the world; 

now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father” (16:23-

28). 

This passage is why we pray to our Father “in Jesus’ name.”  We 

invoke the name of Jesus because it is He Who has opened the way 

for us into the presence of His Father. The book of Hebrews pictures 

Jesus as the heaven-sent great High Priest Who came and offered 

the perfect sacrifice for our sins.  Because of His sacrificial death, 

the veil that stood between the Father and us has been torn open, 

spiritually.  Now, we can come at any time (in Jesus’ name) into the 

heavenly Holy of Holies where God the Father dwells. 

The time has come for them to be scattered: 16:29-33 

Jesus’ final words spoke of the scattering of the disciples that was 

about to occur.  Their discipleship team would be broken apart.  Yet, 

even in the midst of this terrifying disruption, He promised them 

that His supernatural peace would prevail: 

“A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be 

scattered, each to your own home. You will leave Me all alone. Yet 

I am not alone, for My Father is with me.  I have told you these 

things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” 

(16:32,33). 

It was not long after these final words that a group of officers came 

to arrest Jesus and lead Him away. Jesus was left without human 

companionship as He went alone to the cross to die for the sins of 

humanity.  Yet, His Father was with Him in that difficult journey. 

Discussion Questions 

1. In your mind, what is the most important lesson that you take 

away from Jesus’ final discourse with His disciples? 

2. How would you have felt if, after being with Jesus every day for 

three years, He said He was leaving you?  What comfort do you 

think the disciples might have found in His words? 

3. What is your takeaway from the lesson about the vine and the 

branches? 

4. What did you learn about the Holy Spirit from this discourse? 
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