
GOD WITH US 

Part 8: JESUS 

Message 25 – VICTOR: 

The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus 

 
Introduction 

During the 40 days following His resurrection, Jesus appeared many 

times in many places to individuals and groups of people.  Only a 

few of these appearances are recorded in the 4 gospels; but the 

apostle Paul made it clear that more appearances occurred: 

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the 

Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 

brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, 

though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then 

to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 

abnormally born” (1Corinthians 15:3-8). 

The empty tomb, combined with His numerous post-resurrection 

appearances and the impact these had on His followers, constitute 

the evidence proving that Jesus defeated death, as He said He 

would.  We will survey these appearances in chronological order. 

On the Road to Emmaus: Luke 24:13-35 

Two disciples encountered Jesus on Sunday afternoon as they 

walked from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus.  He appeared and 

began walking with them, asking what they were discussing.  They 

did not know it was Jesus. 

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named 

Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who 

does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

(Lk. 24:17,18). 

They explained what had happened to Jesus, and how their hopes 

had been dashed by His death; but also, how they were perplexed 

because of the report of the women who encountered angels who 

said He was alive.  Then, Jesus began to speak directly to them: 
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He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all 

that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer 

these things and then enter His glory?” And beginning with 

Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in 

all the Scriptures concerning Himself (24:25-27). 

During supper, when He gave thanks and broke bread, “their eyes 

were open, and they recognized Him” (24:31), after which He 

disappeared. They returned to Jerusalem and told the other disciples 

that they had seen the Lord and that “He has appeared to Simon 

(Peter)” (24:34).  We have no record of Jesus’ appearance to Peter 

earlier that day, though Paul also notes it in 1Cor.15:5. 

Jesus appears to the Disciples: 

Luke 24:36-49 & John 20:19-23 

There are 2 accounts of the first Sunday evening appearance of 

Jesus to His disciples.  Luke’s account of the 2 men who met Jesus 

on the road continues as they report the encounter to the other 

disciples.  Jesus suddenly appeared in the room. 

“Peace be with you.”  They were startled and frightened, thinking 

they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and 

why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at My hands and My feet. 

It is I myself! Touch Me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones, as you see I have” (Lk. 24:37-39). 

Jesus ate fish in their presence, proving He was not a ghost. He 

explained from the O.T. how His death and resurrection were the 

necessary fulfillment of many prophecies. 

Then He opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all 

nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 

things.  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 

stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 

high” (Luke 24:45-49). 

The gospel of John has a parallel account of this same evening.  

Similar things are emphasized: Physical evidence that Jesus was not 

a ghost, and the first commissioning of the disciples to their future 

mission.  John also notes an initial bestowal of the Spirit. 
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On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 

were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 

leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!”  After He said this, He showed them His hands and 

side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again, 

Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am 

sending you.” And with that He breathed on them and 

said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone’s sins, their 

sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven” (John 20:19-23). 

The disciples received from Jesus an initial bestowal of the Holy 

Spirit. The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) would bring the full bestowal 

of the Spirit upon the disciples of Jesus, leading to the “birth of the 

Church.” 

Jesus Appears to Thomas: John 20:24-29 

The disciple Thomas was not present at the first appearance of Jesus 

on the Sunday evening of resurrection day. He did not believe the 

report of the others (just as the others had not believed the report of 

the women). 

“Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my finger 

where the nails were, and put my hand into His side, I will not 

believe” (John 20:25). 

Jesus graciously gave Thomas the evidence he needed to believe: 

A week later His disciples were in the house again, and Thomas 

was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”  Then He said 

to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see My hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it into My side. Stop doubting and believe.”  Thomas 

said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” (Jn.20:26-28). 

John includes Jesus’ comment after this encounter with Thomas, 

probably because he knew that future readers of his gospel would 

have to place their faith in Jesus, the risen Lord, without a personal 

appearance by the Lord to them. 

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen Me, you have 

believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed” (Jn.20:29). 
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Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish: John 21 

Jesus’ 3rd appearance came to a group of His disciples who were 

fishing on the Sea of Galilee.  The location indicates that the 

disciples had already travelled north to Galilee from Jerusalem, as 

Jesus had instructed them to do after His resurrection. This is the 

longest of any of the post-resurrection appearance stories.  At first, 

the fishermen did not recognize Jesus on the shore; but when He 

brought about a miraculous catch of fish, they knew it was Him. 

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 

As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he 

wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) 

and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the 

boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, 

about a hundred yards.  When they landed, they saw a fire of 

burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread (John 21:7-9). 

They had a meal together, after which Jesus allowed Peter to declare 

his love for Him three times; likely to counter the impact of Peter’s 

three denials on the night of Jesus’ arrest. 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 

son of John, do you love Me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he 

said, “You know that I love You.” Jesus said, “Feed My lambs.” 

Again, Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?” He 

answered, “Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.” Jesus 

said, “Take care of My sheep.” The third time He said to 

him, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was hurt 

because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He 

said, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” 

Jesus said, “Feed My sheep” (John 21:15-17). 

Jesus indicated that Peter would someday pay the ultimate cost for 

serving Jesus – he would die a martyr’s death.  He then called out  
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It is one thing to say that we love Jesus.  It is another thing to 
demonstrate our love for Him by living in ways that are pleasing to 
Him.  Peter would show his love for Jesus by fulfilling his specific 
assignment: caring for Jesus’ flock in the future.  How is your life 
demonstrating your love for Jesus?  How are you fulfilling His 
mission-assignment for you?  Is it time for you to take a pause and 
ask Him if He has a new assignment for your life? 
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the same words recorded when He first met these disciples at the 

beginning of the gospel of John: Follow Me (see John 1:43).  As 

they walked down the beach, Peter asked Jesus a question about the 

fate of John, who was following right behind them.   

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what 

is that to you? You must follow Me.”  Because of this, the rumor 

spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But 

Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want 

him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” (Jn.21:22-

23). 

The Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20 

While still in Galilee, Jesus appeared to the eleven, and perhaps 

many more, on a mountain.  He gave them their marching orders for 

the future in a passage known as “The Great Commission.” 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go.  When they saw Him, they worshiped 

Him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

Me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you.  And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age” 

(Matt.28:16-20).  
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The W.I.T.T.Y.W.I.T.T.Y.W.I.T.T.Y.W.I.T.T.Y. principle: “What is that to you?”  Often, we compare 
what God is doing in our lives with what He is doing in the lives of 
others.  But God does not have one assignment, or one life-story 
that fits everyone.  He has a unique calling and assignment for each 
one of us.  So, next time you are tempted to compare God’s ways in 
your life with someone else’s story, remember this scene and Jesus’ 
words to Peter: What is that to you?  Our call is to follow Him.  It is 
His job to determine how that plays out with each of us.  

This is the mission-mandate of Christ to His followers.  The times 
vary, cultures vary, receptivity levels vary . . . but the Great 
Commission remains as the timeless job description for the 
followers of Jesus.  Someone has said that the successful fulfillment 
of this mandate means that we “share the love of Jesus with all 
people, in the power of the Holy Spirit, leaving the results to God.”  
How about you?  Are you living out this mandate? 
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Jesus Taken Up into Heaven: Acts 1 & Luke 24:50-53 

The Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts are a two-volume 

narrative composed by Luke.  At the end of his gospel, Luke had a 

very brief “ascension narrative” attached directly to the first 

Sunday-evening appearance of Jesus to His disciples (24:50-53).  It 

seems that Luke has “telescoped” events for the sake of simplicity; 

because in the first chapter of Acts he picks up where he left off 

with the first evening appearance of Jesus to His disciples (Acts 1:4-

5 compared with Luke 24:36-49).  Then, He goes directly to the 

ascension of Jesus back to heaven, which occurred 40 days after the 

resurrection (Acts 1:6-8 compared with Luke 24:50-53).  In Acts, 

Luke gives more detail as to how and when the ascension of Jesus 

took place. 

Then they gathered around Him and asked Him, “Lord, are You 

at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to 

them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by His own authority.  But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.”  After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, 

and a cloud hid Him from their sight” (Acts 1:6-8). 

This final appearance of Jesus occurred 40 days after His 

resurrection, and just 10 days before the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).  

His final words were, once again, about the central mission of His 

followers: Spirit-empowered proclamation of Christ to the ends of 

the world, until the day that Jesus returns. 

 Note: The “longer ending” of Mark: Mark 16:9-20 

Original manuscripts of the Gospel of Mark end at 16:8. Later 

manuscripts include versions of “longer endings” that were inserted by 

later editors.  Most scholars do not accept these extra verses as a part of 

the “Word of God,” rather, as “later editorial insertions.”     

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the ‘central thrust’ of Jesus’ messaging to His disciples 

during most of His post-resurrection appearances? 

2. What stands out about Jesus’ interaction with Peter? With Thomas?   

3. Why do you think Luke chose to focus on Jesus’ appearance to two 

otherwise unknown disciples on the road to Emmaus? 
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