
 

JESUS 

9. THE TRAINING OF THE DISCIPLES 
STUDY AHEAD  

Jesus chose disciples to follow Him.  He appointed them that “they 

might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach” 

(Mark 3:14).  As they were with Him, and as He trained them in 

specific skills, He was shaping their lives for His purposes.  He is 

doing the same with us today, as He works to transform us in four 

key areas: 

1. OUR HEARTS 

Matthew 4:19 What was Jesus goal for His men when He initiated 

the training process? 

Matthew 15:7-9 When Jesus develops people, what is He most 

concerned with?  What is He less concerned with? 

Mark 8:14-21 Read this sequence of events.  Why do you think 

Jesus so strongly rebuked His disciples at this point?  (You might 

want to survey the miracles in ch.6 and ch.8 to get a sense of the 

context for Jesus’ rebuke of them.) 

Matthew 16:21-23 Why did Jesus so sharply challenge Peter?  (The 

following verses 24-27 help us understand.) 

Matthew 17:1-7 In light of what just happened, why is it significant 

that Jesus took Peter up the mountain with Him to experience this 

event? 

John 21:15-17 How does this interchange demonstrate Jesus’ 

concern for Peter’s heart? 

2. OUR LOVE for PEOPLE 

Mark 10:20-22 What would the disciples have learned about Jesus 

love for people from this encounter? 

Luke 7:36-50 Why was Jesus’ love for people so shocking in this 

situation?   

Luke 9:52-55 Jews hated Samaritans.  What was Jesus saying to 

His disciples here?  What did they learn from this? 

Matthew 9:35-36 What heart-attitude does Jesus want us to share 

with Him? 

John 21:15-17 What is most important to Jesus? 
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3. OUR ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE 

Matthew 10 is a message Jesus gave to His disciples as they were 

preparing to go out on their first mission trip.  Read this chapter and 

try to pick out the different ways Jesus was helping them to ‘see 

things with an eternal perspective.’  In particular, what was He 

teaching them in the following sections: 

10:9,10 on the meeting of their needs. 

10:11-15 on dealing with people’s receptivity, or lack of. 

10:15 on the day of judgment. 

10:16-18 on the reality of rejection and suffering. 

10:19-20 on the provision and power of God’s Spirit. 

10:21-25 on the cost of being associated with the name of Jesus. 

10:26-31 on fear of men vs. fear of God. 

10:32-33 and 40-42 on rewards for faithfulness. 

10:34-36 on the divides that will come because of Jesus. 

10:37-39 on losing our life so that we can find it. 

4. OUR POWER TO CHANGE OUR WORLD 

Luke 10:17-20 How did the disciples respond when they returned 

from their mission?  Did they seem surprised at the impact they 

were having? 

John 14:12 What astounding promise did Jesus give to His 

disciples?   

Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8 What do you think they were 

thinking when Jesus said that they would go to the ends of the earth 

(the world) with the gospel?  

Acts 17:6 How great was the impact of the first Christians in their 

world?  

Acts 4:13 To what did the Jewish leaders attribute the power of the 

disciples? 
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